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Preface

This is an effort to explain some basic
understanding related to Holy Qur’an in brief as
possible which needs to be known to every Muslims
and non-Muslims as well. As far my study and
research goes, in the community in which we are
living in, generally we Muslims have enough time to
do all the other works but we are much ignorant
towards Qur’an that we do not know even the basics of
it. This is the reason for the current situation of
Muslims. If we review our Islamic history we find,
Muslims were far advanced in every field for the first
400 years of Islamic history because for them their
success was based on Qur’anic principles and they
took Qur’an as their /mam. They understood the true
teachings of Qur’an and took its message seriously but
now though we do have access to the same Qur’an yet
we are failed in implementing it and taking it as our
guide, which results in disgrace everywhere and this is
an undeniable fact. Now a days we are experiencing
the situation where an undignified person ‘is pointing
finger against Qur’an and its teachings and we cannot
open our mouth at least to refute them because we do
not know what our Qur’an says about that particular
allegation and what is the wisdom behind it.

As in a hadith, Prophet (&) said, “Allah will raise

a nation because of this book and disgrace because of
this book”.
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Many a time, asking to some of Muslims, that why
they do not read Qur’an with understanding? They had
different answers but the most common one is “I tried -
but could not understand”. Actually it is a silly excuse
and a delusion to satisfy own soul, but the fact is they

never tried to learn Qur’an seriously because Allah(%)

says in the Qur’an, “we have made Qur’an easy to
understand” and who is there to speak more truth than
Allah!

By the same Qur’anic guidance, thousands of non-
Muslims get inspiration every year and embraces Islam
globally without any compulsion so how could not
Qur’an work for Muslims? Qur’an is guidance to the
humanity not only for Muslims and it need to be
conveyed to everyone and if Muslims will start
thinking and talking like that, then how will the .
message of Qur’an will spread?

In Qur’an, prophet Muhammad(#) made to

proclaim to the nation that “And this Qur’an has been
revealed to me so that I may warn you and to those
whom it reaches ’(Surah Al-An’ am 6:19).

Our prophet(#5) accomplished his task with which

he was sent and he conveyed his nation the message of
their creator, but how will the message will spread to
those who were not present with him? This is the
responsibility of Muslim nation (individually or
collectively) to convey' the message and save them
from the severe torment which is about to come, in
which there is no doubt.

Therefore, “Those who follow the messenger of
Allah ought to call to what messenger of Allah called
to and warn against what he warned against”.
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In this age of technology, everyone can learn
Arabic easily at least as much to understand Qur’an
and ponder over it so that they may know what is the
message for him from his creator.

Qur’an is a weapon through which all the problem
of humanity can be bulldozed and Muslims can again
be superpower of the world but it requires faith,
foresightedness and intellect to understand and reflect
which can only be possible by returning to the way of
Allah (%) who always hears the call of his servants and

by implementing Qur’an in everyday life and it should
be treated as the most expensive possession for the
Muslims.
“It is He, who sent his messenger with guidance and
true religion to manifest it over all religion”.
(Surah Al-Fah; 48:28)

My intention behind this effort is to bring the
people of Qur’an to Qur’an and motivate them which
is an open guidance to everybody who wishes to be
guided. And we should not be like the previous nation
about whom Allah(#) says; '

“The likeness of those who were entrusted with the

Tawrah, but did not carry it, is as the likeness of a

donkey which carries huge  burdens of volumes

[Books]”. - (Surah Al-Juma 62:5).

We also must realize the consequences of
abandoning and maintaining distance with the Qur’an
that in these days, there are various forces working
night and day to weaken the true teaching of Islam
whether it be from inside or outside, which are crucial
and should be educated to our children and people.

From inside means the ignorance of Muslim
towards Qur’an and its teaching that we are unable to
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present the truth and etiquettes of Islam to our fellow
Non-Muslims surrounding us.

The surrounding non-Muslims knows our religion
from so-called "Media" which is far away from the
kernel of truth. These innocents are hammered daily in
their mind the hatred against Islam, like the Islam is
ruthless, violent and it subjugates Women. Therefore
these stereotyped image is a kind.of disease which
should necessarily be healed which is possible only by
educating ourselves and fellow Non-Muslims, because
education eradicates the ignorance.

There are various organisations working against
Islam and their only motive is to demean Islam
whatever way may possible.

Continuously they arise propagandas against Islam
and its teaching in order to cause hate in the heart of
non-Muslim people and also there are various other
things going behind our backs to which we are quite
unaware of which is defaming the nobility of Islam.
Now a days, because of the excessive use of gadgets,
we have maintained the undesirable relationship with
books due to which the “batil” is taking advantage of
it.

Therefore it could be noted that the true teachings
comes from educating ourselves and to others and
gaining knowledge in right perspective so that
ignorance can be overcome. '

As Allah said in Qur’an; -
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[He sent] a Messenger [Muhammad] reciting to you
the distinct verses of Allah that He may bring out those
who believe and do righteous deeds from darkness into
the light. And whoever believes in Allah and does
righteousness - He will admit him into gardens
beneath which rivers flow to abide therein forever.
Allah will have perfected for him a provision. (65:11)

Mohammad Sajid

(Mechanical Engineer)
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1. Introduction

Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him,
seek refuge in him, and seek his forgiveness. We seek
refuge in Allah from the evils of our souls, and the
mistakes in our actions. Whoever Allah Guides, there
is none who can misguide him, and whoever Allah
misguides, there.is none who can guide him. And I
testify that there is no deity worthy of being
worshipped except Allah, and I testify that Muhammad
(&) is his servant and Messenger.

s 3uas FTs VG 5 Ykl Go a1, Waleagfiigl
O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be
feared and do not die except as Muslims [in
submission to Him]. (3:102)
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O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one
soul and created from it its mate and dispersed from
both of them many men and women. And fear Allah,

through whom you ask one another, and the wombs.
Indeed Allah is ever, an Observer over you,. (4:1)
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O you who have believed, fear Allah and speak words
of appropriate justice. He will [then] amend for you
your deeds and forgive you your sins. And whoever
obeys Allah and His Messenger has certainly attained
a great attainment. (33:70-71)
Indeed, the most truthful of speech is the Speech
of Allah, and the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad (g). The worst of affairs are those that are

newly introduced, and every newly introduced affair is
an innovation, and every innovation is a misguidance,
and every misguidance leads to the Hell fire.

O O O
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2. What is Revelation (wahi’yy)
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“And it is not for any human being that Allah should
speak to him except by revelation or from behind a
partition or that He sends a messenger to reveal, by
His permission, what He wills. Indeed, He is Most
High and Wise.” . (42:51)
Revelation is a mode of communication through

which Allah (%) communicate with mankind and

guide them by revealing his message to the chosen
prophets. And after receiving revelation from Allah, it
was liable on prophets to convey that message to the
nation.

It is the blessing of Allah(#) that he created

human beings and provided them everything essential
for their existence and also sent down revelation time
to time, to guide them from darkness to light and from
the ignorance to the straight path, so that they may
achieve goodness in this life and better in the hereafter.

It is not befitting for Allah to talk or inspire his
message to everyone, so it is the tradition of Allah that
he chooses prophets from mankind to bestow his
mercy and to communicate with that prophet on a level
which normal human mind cannot comprehend. All
the prophets were inspired by Allah (&) either by
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dream or by direct communication' or through angel
Jibreel(as).

Like Allah() spoke to prophet Musa(as) directly
on the Mount Sinai and spoke to Prophet
Muhammad(#) on the night Journey of Isra wal
Mi’raj.

The dream of the prophets are the revelation and
true. ] ’

During the initial phase of prophethood of
Muhammad(gs),for the first six month he used to see

dreams? which héppens to be true next morning and he
was unaware that what is happening to him.

In the sixth year of Hijra, Prophet (&) saw a

dream that he entered the sacred sanctuary of Makkah
in security with his followers and performing the
ceremonies of Umrah.

With the intention of doing Umrah, Prophet(ss)

along with some 1400 companion marched out
towards Makkah during which the famous treaty,
treaty of Hudaybiyyah took place. Likewise the
sacrifice for Ismael (as) was also a dream of
Ibrahim(as).

Sometime Allah (#) inspires non-prophet and

other natural things also and this we can find in Qur’an
at different places. And this type of inspiration means
to put something in heart to execute certain task in a
particular way or to give indication (a sign) in a secret
manner. So inspiration could mean intuition, gesture,

! Behind a veil
? The inspiration in dreams, though it happens to be true but are not
included in Qur’aan.
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sign, signal, evil whisper (only satan do, 6:121) and
communication based on who has been inspired.

In surah Al-Qasas (5.28),we find, when the people
of Pharaoh were searching all the children to be killed,
Allah then inspired mother of Musa(as) to cast him
into the river. Similarly In Surah Al-Ma’ida(S.5) we
find Allah inspires the disciples of Eisa (as) to believe
in Allah and his messenger.

To the natural things, we find Allah inspires the
Heavens (41:12), Ants(16:68) and Angels(8:12).

In an authentic Hadith Allah's Messenger (g8) said,

Narrated Anas bin Malik:
“A good dream (that comes true) of a righteous man is
one of forty-six parts of prophetism.”

’ (Sahih Al-Bukhari 6983)

Note: If anyone saw a good dream which happens
to be true in future then it is from Allah, and the dream
which is terrifying is from Satan.

Y 5156 &5 o @i o AKik GG - azs (e 18,81 W
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“We said, "Go down from here, all of you. And when
any guidance comes to you from Me, whoever follows
My guidance - there will be no fear concerning them,
nor will they grieve. _ (2:38)”

The concept of revelation and ‘Allah(#) sending

prophets is a widely accepted phenomena among the
Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Christianity and Islam)
only. In the beginning, Allah said that he will be
sending guidance time to time when he created
everything and then created man.
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To make a long story short, as we know that when
Allah created®Adam (as) and Eve (as) and placed them
in paradise and commanded them to eat whatever they
wish except the fruit from a specific tree. Iblees (The
Satan) enticed them and caused them to exit from
paradise.

Allah(#) then commanded them to go down and

whenever any guidance comes to them from Allah(s),

then whoever follows it, there shall be no fear on them
neither shall they grief on judgment day and they shall
be judge with supreme justice in the hereafter.

Down the ages Allah chose prophets and
messengers to give his message to mankind as a
‘manual’, according to which they should lead their
life and solve dispute anmiong themselves.

sBseale sgnads 4¥ass 08 or alile sptazi s ss
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And [We sent] messengers about whom we have

related [their stories] to you before and messengers

about whom we have not related to you. And Allah

spoke to Moses with [direct] speech. (4:164)

It has been said in the Qur’an that Allah sent guide
(prophets) and the book (revelation) as a manual to the
every nation to warn them and to give the righteous
servants, glad tiding of paradise beneath which river is
flowing and they will get whatever they wish so that
no one can argue on the day of resurrection that they
were not warned.

In an authentic Hadith, Allah’s Messenger (&)
said there are about one hundred and twenty four

3 Surah 2: 30-39
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thousand prophets sent on the face of the earth time to
time and given several revelations, but in Qur’an, we
are known to only 25 prophets and four revelation.

OO O
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3. Introduction to Qur’an

Scholars in the past have given several definitions
of Qur’an but most appropriate one is the following,

“Qur’an is the Arabic speech of Allah (%), which he

revealed to Muhammad () both in wording and in

meaning ?, and which has been preserved in the
mushafs, and it has reached us by “mutawatir'™ chain

of narration, and it challenges S the mankind to
produce something similar to it”.

Qur’an was revealed to prophet Muhammad (&),

the last and final messenger of Allah to give the
solution to the problem of humankind whatever they
can require, physically and spiritually. Qur’an is a
standard parameter or criterion to judge right from
wrong. It advices the believers to enjoin what is good
and forbid what is evil and immoral.

Description of “Qur’an” from Qur’an
§ 7 AN PEE 2 £ez -l Tt - - 2N - J‘t’:?’
L AN 57 Vs s R 4% 55 28s 58 G ol3E) e I
WS @l

4 Each and Every letter of the Qur’an is revelation of Allah (swt) and
its meaning also.

* Thousands and thousands of sahaba narrated to-their children
(tabi’un) with same wordings and those thousands to lakhs with same
wording without an iota of difference in recitation.

 We will discuss this later under “Challenges of Qur’aan”
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“And We send down of the Qur'an that which is
healing and mercy for the believers, but it does not
increase the wrongdoers except in loss. (17:82)

Qur’an has been sent down by Allah (&), The all

Wise, Worthy of all praise, and it is a cure and a mercy
for the believers.

It cures whatever confusion in hearts, doubts in
mind, hypocrisy, disease of shirk and its derivatives
and inclination towards falsechood. The Qur’an cures
all of the psychological and physical problem if
implemented its teaching in daily life. It is a mercy of
Allah through which believers attain faith and wisdom
and seeks goodness in this world and the hereafter.

But as for the disbeliever, who has done injustice
on themselves by disbelieving and transgressing, when
they hear the Qur’an, it only takes them away from the
truth and increases in their disbelief, because they
apply skeptical approach to judge the Qur’an and its
authenticity and in a result of it, they remains deviated
from the true way of life.

The problem lies within the disbelievers, not with
the Qur’an as it clearly says that the same ayah’ is
sufficient for believer to believe and disbeliever to
pervert who are arrogant and skeptics.

oo @215 s3T5 K5 5 e a8 AR

“O mankind, there has come to you a conclusive proof

Sfrom your Lord, and We have sent down to you a clear

light.” ) (4:174)

“Burhan” means proof and it is the general
announcement made by Allah that unequivocal proof
has come to them which eradicates all possibility of

7 Qur’an: 2:26
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having an excuse, so there will be no argumént
entertained on the day of judgment and neither they
shall be given any respite nor will they be reprieved.
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“Indeed, We sent down to you the Book for the people
in truth. So whoever is guided - it is for [the benefit of]
his soul; and whoever goes astray only goes astray to
its detriment. And you are not a manager over them.”

(39:41)

Those who accepts the trué guidance and teaching
of Islam, it will benefit none other than but him and he
will be rewarded at the end and those who denies the
fact even after several evidence presented to them, will
be interrogated about his cause of disbelief on day of
Judgment. : \ ,

As Allah took responsibility® on himself that even
(suppose) no teaching of any prophet come to them,
Allah (&) will certainly put his knowledge® in his heart
and indeed Allah is witness over all thing.

Believing or disbelieving does, not increase or
decrease anything from the treasure of Allah (&). It is
only the mercy of Allah (#) that he is giving them
respite so that people may understand and return to the
straight path of guidance.

G Oossu ST FI YR 315

“And this [Qur'an] is a blessed reminder which We

have sent down. Then are you with it unacquainted?”
(21:50)

¥ Qur'aan 41:53
? Basic knowledge of one true God, worthy of all worship and praises
and about the hereafter,
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Qur’an is the blessed reminder, reminding people
time to time of the covenant!® they made with
Allah (%) that they shall be faithful to him and his

messengers but even after truth has been explicitly
explained to them and they have no point to
disagree, they are perversely bent on to deny the
truth.
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“If We had sent down this Qur’an upon a mountain,
you would have seen it humbled and coming apart
from fear of Allah. And these examples We present to
the people that perhaps they will give thought.” (59:21)

In this ayah, Allah () has pointed out the severity

of the Qur’anic message and emphasized the greatness
of Qur’an, its high status and capability to humble the
hard heart by explaining the parable that if Qur’an
would have ‘been revealed on mountain, despite of its
huge structure and hardness, it would have rent
asunder because of the heavy message and the matter
that Allah, the almighty has sent down his own speech.
Means the mountain, having less senses than human
being even then they are fully obedient to Allah (%)

and in fear it would collapse in devastation but human
beings are so ignorant that their heart do not feel
softness and humbleness from the fear of Allah. They
did not care the Qur’an and reflected over its teaching -
as it is worthy to be. Their hearts are harder than
mountain that it do not dissolve on hearing the Qur’an.

0 ey 5 medl  (Al-Araf172)



An Exertion Towards Understanding Holy Qur’an 23

Virtues of “Qur’an” described in Hadiths
® Muhammad (%) said; Allah (%) elevates and degrades

a nation because of this book.
(Sahih Muslim. 817)

The Prophet () said, “Every Prophet was given
miracles because of which people believed, but what I
have been given, is Divine Inspiration which Allah has
revealed to me. So I hope that my followers will
outnumber the followers of the other Prophets on the
Day of Resurrection.”

(Sahih al-Bukhari 4981)

The Messenger of Allah! Said, “The likeness of the
believer who reads the Qur’an is like that of citron; its
taste is delicious and its scent is pleasant. And the
likeness of the believer who does not read the Qur’an is
like that of a date, its taste is delicious, yet it has no

‘scent. And the likeness of a hypocrite who reads the

Qur’an is like that of a basil; ils scent is pleasant, yet
its taste is bitter. And the likeness of a hypocrite that
does not read the Qur'an is like that of a colocynth; its
taste is bitter and it has no smell.”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari: 5020)
The Prophet Muhammad () said, “The Qur’an is an

' intercessor and it's intercession is accepted and its plea

is believed. Whoever makes it lead him — it leads him to
Paradise and whomsoever places it behind him [the
result will bef he is dragged to the Fire.”

(Ibn Hibban no. 124)

Abu Malik at-Ash'ari reported: The Messenger of Allah
(%) said: Cleanliness is half of faith and al-Hamdu
Liliah (Praise be to Allah) fills the scale, and Subhan
Allah (Glory be to Allah) and al-Hamdy Liliah (Praise
be to Allah) fill up what is between the heavens and the
earth, and prayer is a light, and charity is proof (of
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one's faith) and endurance is a brightness and the Holy
Qur'an is a proof on your behalf or against you. All
men go out early in the morning and sell themselves,
thereby setting themselves free or destroying
themselves. :

(Sahih Musiim: 223)

o O O
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4. Language of the Qur’an
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“And We did not send any messenger excepl
[speaking] in the language of his people to state
clearly for them, and Allah sends astray [thereby]

whom He wills and guides whom He wills. And He is
the Exalted in Might, the Wise.” (14:4)

Qur’an is a speech of Allah (%) which was
revealed to Muhammad (&) in the Arabic language.

It is Sunnah or tradition of Allah that He
communicate with the prophet in the language which
prophet and his nation knows and understand. Since
the first addressing is to those who are with the
prophets so revelation are also sent down in their own
language so that it became Hujjah against them.
Otherwise they may argue that “how we can grasp
message which you want us to accept when you
(prophet) are from us and the revelation is not in our
language”. Therefore Allah (%) already said;
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“And if We had made it a non-Arabic Qur'an, they
would have said, "Why are its verses not explained in
detail [in our language]? Is it a foreign [recitation]
and an Arab [messenger]?" Say, "It is, for those who
believe, a guidance and cure.” And those who do not
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believe - in their ears is deafness, and it is upon them

blindness. Those are being called Jrom a distant

place.” (41:44)

Qur'an was revealed in Arab and Arabs were
proud of their language and Arabic language was their
one of a kind of weapon. They used to praise anyone
and criticize through their poem. Their love for poetry
and literature can be understand by the fact that there
used to be seven poem hanging (Muallagat-e-sab’a) in
Ka’aba of seven eloquent poets written with gold
inscribe on beautiful cloth and they used to recite that
poem in their sermons.

So Allah (%) revealed his final revelation in their
own language and challenges the disbelievers to bring
anything like the Qur’an. And they knew that it is not
humanly possible statements. Because when they used
to hear prophet () reciting Qur’an, they feel amazed
that “he is a man from us who never told any poem in
his life, but suddenly how can he is able to recite
something which is so eloquent and better than us and
that is without any omission and correction in the text
of his speech” but arrogance comes out to be better of
them and majority of them rejected the message and

the prophet ().
Note: Qur’an in any language other than Arabic
cannot be the Quran and it should be ecalled
“Translation of Qur’an”, because Allah (&) says at
nine different places that we have sent an “Arabic
Qur’an”. So translation can’t be called “Qur’an”.
G 063 232 bidattelpl ey
“A Book whose verses have been detailed, an Arabic
Qur'an for a people who know. ” (41:3)
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Translation of Qur’an:

Translation of Qur’an is the best effort of a
translator to explain the text of Qur’an and to make its
understanding easy for the non-Arabic speaking peoplc
in the Janguage in which they are used to it.

In Qur’an, a single word may have the multiple
meanings and each meaning of a particular word when
applied to the sentence, gives the different
understanding. But in translation, the translator
chooses the meaning of a word which he thinks is the
best suitable.

So if anyone is reading the translation of Qur’an,
he is actually not reading Qur’an but its translation and
he is reading Qur’an through the understanding of
translator or through the eyes of translator, though it
could be source of guidance for everyone if it is read
with free mind. But when anyone is reading Qur’an in
Arabic and if he knows Arabic, then the single word in
front of him which has multiple meaning, he can be
able to apply all the different meaning in the sentence
and can experience its beauty by himself.

A famous exegete of Qur’an, Abdul Majid
Daryabadi said “Qur’an is the most difficult book on
the face of the earth to translate” because of its
eloquence, dynamic meanings, flexibility and multi-
dimensional understanding of ayats.

Recitation of Qur’an with understanding increases
faith (iman) which only Arabic understanding person
can experience and it is spiritual in nature thus this
experience cannot be shared. :

For example; In Surah-Al-Igra (96:2);
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The word Alaga (i) has got three meanings and

all the three meanings fits good, giving different
meanings and all are correct.
These are;

1. Leech: - The embryo during the ‘alaga’”” stage, do
acquires an appearance which is very similar to that
of a fresh-water leech. '

2. A suspended like thing: - This is exactly the
appearance which can easily be analysed in the
attachment of the embryo (during the ‘alaqa’ stage)
to the uterus (womb) of the mother.

3. Blood clot: - During the ‘alaga’ stage, the blood is
caught within the closed vessels because of which
embryo acquires the appearance of a blood clot.

So if any translator will use alaga in the
translation, he will be using only one meaning which
he thinks is good but when a person who is reading
Qur’an with understanding (in Arabic), reflecting on
each of these meaning, will have the provision to go
through all of these different meanings and its
interpretations and he will appreciate Qur’an even
more which will lead to increase his Iman. That is why
it is encouraged to learn Arabic at least to understand
the book of Allah. This is one of a kind of example,
and Qur’an is full of numerous other type of linguistic
and scientific ayats (or miracle), to contemplate upon, As
Allah says several times that “Do you not ponder”? or
“Do you not understand™? or “Do you not take heed”?

@ O O

!'The embryonic stages as exactly described in Surah Al-Mo’minoon
. (23:12-14)
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S. How Revelation is inspired
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“Indeed, We have revealed fo you, {O Muhammad], as
We revealed to Noah and the prophets after him. And
we revealed to Abraham, Ismael Isaac, Jacob, the

Descendants, Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron, and Solomon,
and to David We gave the book [of Psalms].” (4:163)

From the childhood, Muhammad (&) was the
respected person of Makkah and his fellow tribesmen
gave him the title As-Sadiq (Truthful) and Al-Amin
(Trustworthy) and in his entire life he did not
worshipped or prostrated any idols, when whole

community were swimming in that filth except the

few!?,

But when Muhammad (&) was about 40 years old,
he started seeing dream which happens to be true next
mormning and Allah (#) put the love of solitude in his
heart so he used to seclude himself from the crowd and
go to the cave “Hira” (nearly 3 miles away) to
meditate, to reflect upon the purpose of life and to
worship one and only true creator, i.e. Allah (%),

worthy of all worship and praises. He used to go there

12There were small group of people in Makkah at that time who were
known as Hanif, following the true religion of prophet Ibrahim(as) like
Zayd ibn Amr (father of Sa’eed ibn Zayd), Waraqa ibn Naufal, Qus ibn
Sa’ida etc.
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for two or three days with some food and this was his
routine which continues for six months.

The commencement of the revelation is beautifully
described in a Hadith in SahihAl-Bukhari through Aishahs

Narrated Aishah(Ummul Mo’mineen); :

The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to Allah’s
Apostle was in the form of good dreams which came
true like bright day light, and then the love of seclusion
was bestowed upon him. He used to go in seclusion in
the cave of Hira where he used to worship (Allah
alone) continuously for many days before his desire to
see his family. He used to take with him the journey
Jfood for the stay and then come back to (his wife)
Khadija to take his food like-wise again till suddenly
the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave
of Hira. The angel came to him and asked him to read.

The Prophet replied, “I do not know how to read”’*.

The Prophet added, “The angel caught me (forcefully)
and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it any
more. He then released me and again asked me to read
and I replied, ‘I do not know how to read.’ Thereupon
he caught me again and pressed me a second time Hll I
could not bear it any more. He then released me and
again asked me to read but again I replied, ‘I do not
know how to read (or what shall I read)?’ Thereupon
he caught me for the third time and pressed me, and
then released me and said, ‘Read in the name of your
Lord, who has created (all that exists) has created man
Jrom a clot. Read! And your Lord is the Most
Generous.” (96.1, 96.2, 96.3) Then Allah’s Apostle
returned with the Inspiration and with his heart

'* There is a prophecy regarding this very statement exactly what
prophet(s5) said in Old Testament of the Bible, In Book of Isaiah 29:12
which says “And the book is delivered to him that is not learned
(unlettered), saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he said, I am not
learned”
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beating severely. Then he went to Khadija bint
Khuwailid and said, “Cover me! Cover me!” She
covered him till his fear was over and afier that he told
her everything that had happened and said, “I fear
that something may happen to me.” Khadija replied,
“Never! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You
keep good relations with your Kith and kin, help the
poor and the destitute, serve your guests generously
and assist the deserving calamity-afflicted ones.”

Khadija then accompanied him to her cousin Waraga
bin Naufal bin Asad bin ‘Abdul ‘Uzza, who, during the
Pre-Islamic Period became a Christian and used to
write the writing with Hebrew letters. He would write
Jrom the Gospel in Hebrew as much as Allah wished
him to write. He was an old man and had lost his
eyesight. Khadija said to Waraga, “Listen to the story
of your nephew, O my cousin!"” Waraqa asked, “'O my
nephew! What have you seen?” Allah’s Apostle
described whatever he had seen. Waraga said, “This is
the same one who keeps the secrets (angel Gabriel)
whom Allah had sent to Moses. I wish I were young
and could live up to the time when your people would
turn you out.” Allah’s Apostle asked, “Will they drive
me out?” Waraqa replied in the affirmative and said,
“Anyone (man) who came with something similar to
what you have brought was treated with hostility; and
if I should remain alive till the day when you will be
turned out then I would support you strongly.” But
after a few days Waraga died and the Divine
Inspiration was also paused for a while.

Narrated Jabir bin ‘Abdullah Al-Ansari while talking
about the period of pause in revelation reporting the
speech of the Prophet “While I was walking, all of a
sudden I heard a voice from the sky. I looked up and
saw the same angel who had visited me at the cave of
Hira’ sitting on a chair between the sky and the earth.
I got afraid of him and came back home and said,
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‘Wrap me (in blankets).” And then Allah revealed the
Jollowing Holy Verses (of Qur’an):

‘O you (i.e. Muhammad)! Wrapped up in garments!’
Arise and warn (the people against Allah’s
Punishment), up to ‘and desert the idols. (74.1-5) After
this the revelation started coming strongly, frequently
and regularly.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari:Vol:1, Book:1 3 & 4)

Indeed, We will cast upon you a heavy word. (5)

The revelation would inspire on the prophet(d) by
angel Jibreel (as) in two ways, either Jibreel (as) would
come in the form of man and talk to him directly, and
prophet () would grasp whatever Jibreel (as) inspires
by the permission of Allah. And the other type of
revelation comes to him like the ringing of a bell,
means prophet () would feel too many noise around
him and this form of revelation was the hardest of all
and after prophet (&) would grasp and memorize the
message, he would come back in normal state.

In a hadith, ummul Mo 'mineen, Aishahs said “Verily I

saw the Prophet (%) being inspired and noticed the

sweat dropping from his forehead on a very cold day
as the Revelation was over”.

The message of Qur'an was so heavy that if he
were to be on Camel, it would sit down because of the
heavy message and if he (&) would be on lap of any
companior, resting, and inspiration begins then it feels
like leg will break. .

It can be concluded that, our beloved prophet (&),
even took physical pain to bring this message down for
us, and we do not take little pain to read and reflect on
this message. May Allah have mercy on our condition.

-d

/!

1
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6. Stages of Revelation

All the previous revelation sent down to the
prophets were sent down at a single time and Allah (&)
commanded them what they need to be known at once,
unlike Qur’an.

This is one of the reason, that the people at the
time of the Prophet (#&) were surprised that why the
Qur’an is revealing in stages and they accuses that why
did not Muhammad(gs) bring all the Qur’an at once;

resam A 615402 31580 ade JE Y1558 c3h J6s

“And those who disbelieve say, “Why was the Qur'an

not revealed to him all at once?” (25:32)

Qur’an was revealed over a long period of 23
years throughout the prophetic life of Muhammad (%)
slowly so that to strengthen the heart of prophet (&)

and make it easy for the believers to grasp message
and be guided from darkness to light. And most of the
ayats of Qur’an has context that which ayat revealed at
what scenarioc and what was the impeénding
circumstances.

For example:

Some pagans from Makkah went to Madina (then
Yathrib) and asks the Jews (because Jews has custom
of prophets)what should we ask this man (£) who

claims himself to be prophet of Allah so that we can
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prove him a liar and that answer must no one knows,
except the prophet of Allah!” _
So Jews told them to ask three questions;
1. What is Rooh?
. 2. About the companions in cave
3. About zul-Qamnain. ,
If Prophet Muhammad (&) was not a prophet (we

seek refuge in Allah), then he would have utter
anything of his desire or manipulated immediately to
satisfy them but it is not the case.

The revelation delays for 15 days and then
answer'* came which we recite to this day. The whole
motive of this discussion is that unlike other
revelation, Qur’an was revealed in different stages and
‘circumstances.

To all the revelation other than Qur’an, Allah ()
used the word “Anzala” (J;») means to send down but
for the Qur’an it is mention “Nazzala” (J;) which has
two meanings.

1. If one is sending, other acts as a recipient of that
message, means Jibreel (as) is conveying
Qur’an to Muhammad (&) by the permission of
Allah.

2. To reveal little by little.

FiroedEafse s e oWl Jesiia s 5 s
“And [it is] a Qur'an which We have separated [by
intervals] that you might recite it to the people over a

prolonged period. And We have sent it down
progressively.” (17:106)

1417:85, 18:9-26, 18:83-98
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So here ‘Uy’ is used which the ayat clarifies itself
its interpretation that Qur’an was revealed little by
little.

For Qur’anJ;! is also used in some places’® which
indicates that the Qur’an was initially in its original
form was in the Loh-e-Mahfooz and in the Night of
Qadr it was sent down at once at the lower heaven,

DRIV FE 11}

“Indeed, We sent the Qur'an down during the Night of

Decree.” (97:1)

And it was given security, so that no one(Satans)
can pluck anything from it. And it was made forbidden
or them to listen any whisper.

s & TSR s el g e Wad By
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“And we have sought [to reach] the heaven but Sfound
it filled with powerful guards and burning flames. And
we used to sit therein in positions for hearing, but
whoever listens now will find a burning flame lying in
wait for him.” (72:8-9).
In the very beginning, before the creation of Adam
(as) Allah created Pen and order it to write, so pen asks
“what should I write”? Allah says everything till
judgment day. So among this writing Qur’an is also
inciuded. When the revelation begins Allah (#) sent it

down in the night of Qadr (destiny) to the lowest
heaven under the protection of exalted, honoured and
purified angels and from there bit by bit Qur’an begins
to reveal on Muhammad (&) by the permission of

Allah (%) over a period of 23 years.

15 Ayah like 3:3 & 4:136 explains this more in detail.
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As Abdullah ibn Abbas®, one of the greatest
scholar among the companions, explains that “the
Qur’an was sent in its entirety to the lowest heaven of
the world (Bait Al- Izza) in one night, arriving from
there to the earth in stages as necessary”.

(Whole Qur’an at a time (Bit by bit revealed in

revealed in night of Qadr) prolonged period of 23Years)
Loh-e-Mahfuz---------1---->Lowest heaven'®----—{--->Muhammad(a)

(Kitab-im-Maknu) Anzala Nazzala
1¥ Stage 2™ Stage 3™ Stage

OO I————

16 Baitul Izza-The honoured House
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7. Names of Qur’an

The word “Qur’an” has been derived from the
word “qara’a” which means to read, to recite or to
proclaim so the verbal noun, root word would be
“Qur’an” means, The Recitation or The Reading or

which is to be recited or read again and again.
Grw 0033 Sl ATl s Gl 31505
“And when the Qur’an is recited, then listen to it and
pay attention that you may receive mercy.” (7:204)
The other opinion about Qur’an is that it is been

derived from word “Qarn” means “To gather” or “to
Join”. So then proper noun would be “Qur’an”.

Means the ayahs are joined together to form surah
and surahs are joined together to form Qur’an.
Similarly one of the type of hgjj in which umrah and
hajj are joined are called “Hujj-e-Qiraan”. But this
opinion is weak among the scholars, so not often
quoted or used.

Y P IFRRP A EF HEAENHES,

“And how many a generation have We destroyed

before them who were better in possessions and

[outward] appearance?” (19:74)

Qur’an has been given several names in the Qur’an
itself, due to which we can render the different
~understanding of the unique divine book. Some of
them are;
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i) Al-Kitab:

Al-Kitab literally means ‘The book’, and definition
of book according to the dictionary is “A collection of
sheets of paper bound together to hinge at one edge,
containing printed or written material, pictures, etc.”

The names “Qur’an’ and ‘Kitab’® are in fact
complementary to one another, since the ‘Qur’an’
denotes that which is recited and preserved in the
hearts, whereas the ‘Kitab’ signifies preserved in
writing. The Qur’an, therefore, has been preserved
both by mémorization and by writing.

G ® sl dbtan faisy casiiaus

“This is t)te Book about which there is no doubt, a
guidance for those conscious of . All_ah. " (2:2)

ii) Al-Kalamullah!Z:
Al-Kalamullah literally Means “The word of
Allah”.
Cea g 58 553 85852 B slta gl ddll cadsTols
“And if any one of the polytheists secks your

protection, then grant him protection so that he may
hear the words of Allah.” (9:6)

jii) Az-Zikr'® )
Az-Zikrliterally means “The remembrance” or-“To
take lesson” or “to memorize”.

A © 63l T8 FVEE LG

“Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur’an and
indeed, We will be its guardian. ”(15:9)

'7 Dealt in the section “Qur’aan Created or Uncreated”
1% Will be dealing in next topic.
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iv) Al-Furqgan :

Al-Furgan Means “The Criterion® or to
differentiate truth from falsehood.

"lﬂ,.’,”a’,,, e vz o025 162 20 Ty gl
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“Blessed is He who sent down the Criterion upon His
Servant that he may be to the worlds a warner.” (25:1)
Qur’an is a standard parameter to judge right from

wrong, good from evil and truth from lies and
guidance from deviation. :

v) An-Noor:

Means “The Light” or “The Guidance” to the
straight path so that humankind can be saved from the
destruction and explain to them the clear path through
which they can achieve the eternal life.

() Ot 6355 5 GG 39158385500 1325
“So believe in Allah and His Messenger and the
Qur'an which We have sent down. And Allah is -

Acquainted with what you do.” (64:8)

vi) Al-Hidaya:

Qur’an is a guide and it guide whosoever want to
be guided. But how Qur’an guides? Qur’an guides
when meaning of the ayats are understood. For
example; _

If someone is reciting or listening Qur’an in Salah
and came across an ayah from surah An-Nisa
mentioning that Allah (#) will forgive any sin if he
pleases but for the sin of shirk’’, he will never forgive.

So if the person is sincere and God fearing, he will not
go even close to shirk and its derivatives. Similarly

19 Associating anything with Allah (swt)
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Qur’an mentions several such filth to avoid and several
such noble things to adopt, following those steps, he
will be guided more and more but by the permission
and mercy of Allah ().

ke > -7 A ] o LA 2, - AT H
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“That is the guidance of Allah by which He guides
whomever He wills of His servants.  But if they had
associated others with Allah, then worthless for them
would be whatever they were doing.” (6:88)
Scholars in the past has given no less than 25
names or more but these are basics and should be
memorized by everyone,

O O O
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8. Our Basic Creed on Qur’ali

There are some belief regarding Qur’an which all
the Muslim world unanimously agrees irrespective of
their sects and thoughts unlike other religion.

Some basic points to be kept in mind are the
following;

Qur’an is word of Allah (Kelamullah)*
BT 8K a3 5 85200 Bsleial Gl ddh o3 SsT els
sy Doslisy 258 s ayb anls
“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your
protection, then grant him protection so that he may
hear the words of Allah. Then deliver him to his place
of safety. That is because they are a people who do not
fnow.” (9:6)
All the Muslim in the world unanimously believes
that Qur’an 1s 100% inspired word of Allah in wording
and in meaning without the intervention of any
individual and which is preserved at its dots and
vowels. Irrespective of sects, all the muslims agrees
that Qur’an has 114 surahs from Al-Fateha to An-Naas
with same arrangement and with exact same number of
ayats?!.

20will deal with this in later section.
HThere are 6236 ayats in Qur’an.
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Qur’an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (i)

) G838 Jek sz e siadadsdi
“[All] praise is [due] to Allah, who has sent down
upon His Servant the Book and has not made therein
any deviance.” (18:1)

Allah (&) chose Arab from all the nation of the

world. From Arab, Allah chose Quraish. From
Quraish, Allah chose banu-Hashim and from banu-
Hashim, Allah chose our prophet Muhammad (&) for

his final revelation and to bestow his mercy, An Arab
who was unlettered but of the high moral character,
respected personality among his people so much so
that even his enemy couldn’t ever accused him of lying
or cheating. So Allah revealed his final message to
him, a perfect way of life, a divine constitution and
which is profitable for the salvation of entire world if
they implement it in their life. So that they can be
succeeded in both the life. '

Qur’an is infallible (without any error)
B3t azg 138 5 i A wie s 06 Jyolzill o350 Yl
L) @RS
“Do they not ponder upon the Qur'an? If it had been
Jrom [any] other than Allah, they would have found
within it much contradiction.” (4:82)
This ayah is a response to those arroganf non-
believers, atheist and orientalists who babbles against
Qur’an and its teaching that it is outdated or not
compatible to the modern advanced science. So Allah
challenges them to come and prove any statement of

Qur’an to be false. In fact those portion of the Qur’an
which deals with the science, either confirm the
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advanced science or it is ambiguous. But none of the

_ayah of Qur’an has yet been proven wrong and never
will be in future. )

Qur’an is preserved (Spiritually and Historically)

Qur’an which is with us is as it was revealed to
Muhammad (#).It was revealed in wordings and

meanings and well preserved in the book form (uas on L)
Qur’an is spiritually preserved because Allah (%)

said he will preserve the Qur’an and we (Muslims) as a
whole believe it to be preserved but for non-Muslims,
statement of Allah (#%) is not enough and argues that

the Qur’an is not historically preserved because
Uthman bin Affang, the third Caliph of Islam in his

reign of caliphate, burnt the Qur’an so it is not
preserved. Qur’an which is with us today, reached us
with the unbroken, mutawatir (parallel) mass
transmission through generation upon generation.

And it is one of the beauty and uniqueness of
Qur’an that it is memorised by the people of every age,
whole or part of it and it is so preserved that no one
can even change the vowels of Qur’an, because
changing the vowels changes the meaning.

This can easily be observeded in every Masjid,
that if any hafiz makes any mistakes or forgets any
ayah, then there are hundreds of people behind him to
correct and no letter or word of Qur’an goes unnoticed.

And Islam is the only religion on the face of the
earth, follower of which memorize his religious
scripture and whose regression of memorization and
‘recitation traced back to Prophet (&5).
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“Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur’an and
indeed, We will be its guardian.” (15:9)

Note: We will discuss later how Qur’an is historically
preserve in great detail.

G O O
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9. The Preserved Tablet

Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad () for the
first time in the night of Qadr(destiny) and then
progressively revealed in the prolonged period of 23
years. The Original Qur’an is with Allah (%) in Lok
Al-Mahfuz or Kitab-e-maknoon and no one touches it
except the angels (pure-and far from any sin).
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“Then I swear by the setting of the stars, And indeed, it
is a [fmost] great oath - if you could know Indeed, it is
_a noble Quran. In a Register well-protected. None

touch it except the purifi ed. (It is] a revelation from the
Lord of the worlds.” : (56:73-80)

The above ayats begins with the refutation of
somethmg, means Kuffars had different perceptions
about Prophet () and Qur’an, some would say he ()
is soothsayer or other had opinion that he was a
magician or poet. In fact they could not make up their
mind. Whatever they percept against Prophet (g),
Allah (#) would reveal about them in refutation of
their opinion, like in surah Al-Haaqqga (69:41-52).

Therefore Allah is swearing by the setting of

stars?? that “No! Qur’an is not from Jinn or Shayateen,
but it is a noble Qur’an, revealed by the Lords of

-2 Al-Jinn:8
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world”. These ayats are also interpreted that Qur’an
should not be touched by non-Muslims or Muslims
without ablution, but the dominant opinion is;

. ‘Mutahharoon’ here implies to the pure angels,
free from any sin, they are guarding that noble Qur’an,
evil jinn and shayateen are prohibited to hear any
whisper and if they try to cross their bound, fire
follows them. So there are no problems.in non-Muslim
touching the Qur’an or to give Qur’an as a gift to non-
Muslims so that they may know what their Lord is
addressing them because Qur’an and Prophet

Muhammad () was-sent for the Whole of humanity.
So the Original Qur’an, the speech of Allah-is-in.the

heaven. There are some other reference also Whlch
indicates the same.

(u“)@zs”’xl}zs}mgwb@a,@}sﬂc’ oG G

“[It is recorded] in honoured sheets, Exalted and

purified, [Carried] by the hands of messenger-angels,

honourable and obedient.” (80:11-16)

Abdullah Ibn Abbas said, “These are referred to

the angels” and Imam Al-Bukhari said “they (angels)

travel all around,- rectifying matters between

themselves. The angels when they descend with the

revelation of Allah, bringing it like the “ambassador™
(8522) who rectifies matters between people”.

-Allah (%) said about them that they are

‘honourable (¢t§)’ and ‘obedient (531)’, means they are

honourable in their creation. Their character and their
deeds are righteous, pure and perfect.

In-a Hadith Narrated by Aishah 3;

Prophét @& said, “Such a person who recites the
Qur’an and masters it by heart, will be with the
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(angels) “honourable” and “obedient” (in heaven).
And such a person who exerts himself to learn the
Qur'an by heart, and recites it with great difficulty,
will have a double reward.”  (Sahih Al-Bukhari: 4937)

-
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“But this is an honoured Qur'an, [Inscribed] in a

Preserved Tablet.” (85:21-22)

Qur'an in Loh Al-Mahfuz meaning, among the
highest gathering, guarded from any increase,
decrease, distortion, or change.

The preserved tablet should not be confused with
modern day slate made of wood, stone or metal but it
implies “preserved” and “uncorrupted” in its word,
matter, meaning and essence.

G O O
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10. Honour due to Qur’an

“In a hadith, recorded in Sahih Muslim,
Muhammad (5) said; Allah (&) elevates and degrades
a nation because of this book”.

(Sahih Muslim: 817)

So, Whosoever wishes to be honoured and want
glory in this life and in the hereafter, then he/she must
return to Qur’an and hold it tight so that Allah may
have mercy on them and guide to the path of eternal
bliss, success, glory and salvation.

AU S P HE TR BEIRRp

“And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and

do not become divided.” (3:103)

Qur’an was not revealed only to be kissed and to
be kept on highest place in the room but the true

~ honouring of the Qur’an is to recite with understanding
and implementing in everyday life.

Allah (%) has nothing to do with the people who
do not establishes the Qur’an and make an effort to be
followed as the constitution. Allah is the creator of
everything including humankind so he knows best
what is good for everyone, therefore in Qur’an he has
given a perfect divine unbiased® law and constitution
which results in justice, peace and progression towards

¥ Now a days Orientalist and Feminist alike alleges that Qur’an has
degraded the women in every field but the fact is Women has given
impeccable freedom in Islam which no religion or community have
ever thought of & which is based on wisdom.
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a powerful civilization, if followed honesﬂy. It
contains all the problem of the humanity whether it be
Physical, Psychological, Social, Global, or Spiritual.

508573520813 K53 s K S A0
,u-w, ;q,sja:lsdlwwy,uld.md,uw;wa;”
WD BoimE

“O mankind, there has to come to you instruction from
your Lord and healing for what is in the breasts and
guidance and mercy for the believers. Say, “In the
bounty of Allah and in His mercy - in that let then
rejoice; it is better than what they accumulate.”
(10:57-58)

So whosoever make Qur’an hIS ‘imam” he will
certainly attain success.

Qur'an will be act as arbiter on the Day of
Judgement and will make “shifa’a” for the people who
recite it and follow it. Prophet (@) and his companions

and “tabi’'un” were the true follower of the Qur’an,
and by keeping Qur’an in heart and path shown by
Qur’an they present us the Islamic empire which we
claim to this day, but as the time passes Muslim
forsook the teaching of Qur’an and maintained a
parallel distance with it, due to which Muslims are in
the position in which they are in today.

So if they want to achieve such goodness as
companions lived, they have no other option but to
establish the Qur’an and act upon it.

After the death of Muhammad (), in battle of
Qaddissiyya, Sa’ad ibn Abi-Waqqas3d would march

along the camp of Muslims and if hear someone
reciting Qur’an, would say “our victory will come
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from here” and from the camp he would not hear,
would say “our defeat is from here”.

Let us examine, what happens when any entity
associates with Qur’an;

Sadl o 0385 B35l ik iy es 2 gl s 53{

Qur’an revealed to Muhammad (), he is the
leader of all the prophets. .
Qur’an revealed in Night of Qadr, it becomes the

best night and praying in that night is better than
1000 months of praying.

Qur’an revealed in Ramadan, it becomes the most
revered month of the year.

Qur’an revealed to this nation, it became the best
ummah of all nations. And the generation of
prophet (25) was the best generation because they
had the privilege to live with prophet (#) and -
witness revelation of Qur’an with their eyes

J
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“You are the best nation produced [as an example] ﬁor
mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what is
wrong and believe in Allah.” (3:110)

e Qur’an was first revealed in Makkah, it is the
mother of all cities.

o Jibreel (as) was the Angel bringing down
Qur’an by the permission of Allah, he is the
leader of all angels.

So how Muslim ummah can lose hope and not

again be elevated if they want and be “imam” to the
world to guide them and extract them out of the
darkness of ignorance.
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As the famous companion Rab’i ibn Amir once
said to Rustom, the army general of Persia during the
battle of Qaddissiyya;

“Allah has sent us and ordered to turn those whom he

wants, from worshiping creatures to the worshiping

the Creator of the creatures and from the narrowness
of life to its vastness and from the injustice of religions
to the fairness of Islam. Allah sent us with his religion
fo his creatures so-that we would call them to him. If
any accept this from us, we will accept it from them
and will go back and leave them with their lands.

Whereas, if anyone refuses, we will fight till we meet

promise of Allah.”

This 1s the profound and eloquent speech which
gives a lesson that what should be the motives of a
Muslim, so that Islam become the source of justice,

tranquility & shelter for the human kind, a true and
only way of life.

o O O
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11. Our duty towards Qur’an

Qur’an, indubitably is a complete guidance and a
manual for mankind which enjoins some duty on the
Muslims. Qur’an is not meant to be wrapped up in a
beautiful cloth and reading occasionally. One may
find, Qur’an is only recited either in Ramadan or over
some deceased ones.

It is recorded in a hadith, that Qur’an to the
mankind is the biggest blessing from Allah. So since it
is biggest blessing, it require more worthy of thanking
Allah ().

For Allah there is no language barrier, he listens
everyone's call in any language but since he chose
Arabic to be the best language and revealed his final
revelation in Arabic for this “ummah” so it is more
befitting to thank Allah (&) in Arabic and read his

“kalam” with an intention to seck guidance and to
enhance life style, so acting on the Qur’an what it says
and implementing in every day’s life. will leads to
success in both the worlds. But the reality has the
different perspective, people never tries to understand
the virtue and status of Qur’an, the status of Qur’an
among them is just a glorious book which is highly
revered but what is in the book, barely anyone cares
and knows in the family,

Since Qur’an is guidance from Allah to the
humankind, it has some rights over the followers so
some of them are listed?*;

** Qur’an and Our Responsibility by Dr. Israr Ahmad (rh.)
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I. To believe in Qur’anas it is worthy to be
believed! :

To be recited!
To understand and ponder!
- To be implemented!
To be éonveyed/preached to other!

RN

1. To believe in Qur’an as it is 1iﬂf()l"tlly to be believed
Every Muslim knows and believes that Qur’an is
“kalamullah” but how certain he is in his faith, is
world of a difference. -
Believing in something, is hidden in heart and it-is
restricted between him and Allah (%), but certain in

faith ( cua,) demands action which increases “iman ™.

‘This can easily be understood with an example
from Qur’an;
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“And [mention] when Abrakiam said, "My Lord, show

me how You give life fo the dead.” [Allah] said, “Have

you not believed?” He said, “Yes, but {I ask] only that

my heart may be satisfied.” [Allah] said, “Take four

birds and commit them to yourself. Then [after

slaughtering them] put on each hill a portion of them;

then call thei - they will come [flying] to you in haste.
And know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.”

' (2:260).

Here Ibrahim (as) has iman no doubt but why then

he is-asking for live demonstration? He is seeking

‘ l \c
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_mlraculous action so that his * ‘vageen” (nzs) increases
and he may witness. from his own eyes.

So implementing Qur an in daily life increases
iman and acting accordingly increases "yageen" . and
- both (& s olal) are necessary for guidance and

salvation for the believer. - (Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:2-4)

2. To be recited as it is worthy to be recited
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“Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with

" its true recital. They [are the ones who] believe in it.

And whoever disbelieves in it - it is they who are the
losers.” ] . (2:121)

" There are several hadith regarding Qur’an
recitation and its virtues that teaches how to:recite.
Some points which should always be kept in mmd
while recmng the Qur’an;

1. To be in state of Ablution -

. Clean cloth - -

Facing Qibla ‘ _

Reading with intention to seek guidance

It should be in mind that Allah is talking to the

recite {or assume Allah is. asking let me see how

you recite). .

6. Before start reading, do not forget to seek
protection in Allah ().

D O P Bl gaabistalo PRI
“So when you recite the Qur’an, seek refuge in Allah
. from Satan, the one who is expelled. - (16:98)

A W e
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Recite Qur’an with good “tajweed”. Means to
pronounce each letter and word clearly because
a slight mispronunciation of letter and vowels
changes the meaning.

For example;

1) The word ..t5 means “heart”

The word & means “dog”

ii) The word & means to “say”
The word & means to “eat”

i) The word . means “lineage”
The word _.n: means “tired”

So to recite Quran with “igjweed” is quite

necessary
8. To recite in beautiful eloquent voice.

10.

3. To understand and ponder

Prophet Muhammad (&) said “beautify Qur’an
with your voices”. (Sunan Abu Dawood: 1468}
Recite Qur’an steadily and deliberately and do
not haste while reciting.

Reciting daily with punctuality at a specific
time which is suitable, either after Fajr or
Zohar. Reciting in Fajr is encouraged.

t

Indeed Qur’an is indubitably the most readable

book on the face of the earth but the sad part is that at
the same time it is also the book which is most recited
without understanding.

It is a sad reality of Muslim community that the

average people spent some 30-35 years in study to lead
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-

his next 20-30 years of life but for the hereafter, where
to live forever, they do not spend even a year to
understand and learn about his “deen” and Qur’an.

Qur’an asks the reader to do “tazakkur” and
“tadabbur”

e Tazakkur comes from the root word “fazkeer”
which means to remind/to take heed/to take
lesson/to remember.

Among the various names of Qur’an, one is Az-
Zikr, which means Qur’an is a reminder and purpose
of reminder is to cause one to experience a memory (of
someone or something) or to bring to the notice or
consideration.

For example; As Allah (%) says in the Qur’an that
all the humankind have given their oath(in a'alam-e-
arwaah) to Allah that they will be trustworthy and will
accept Allah (%) as the only cherisher and sustainer
but since Mankind has forgotten his oath, Qur’an is

reminding them to be aware that they are in “contract”
with Allah.
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‘And [mention] when yowr Lord took from the

children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants

and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them],

“Am I not your Lord?” They said, “Yes, we have

testified.” [This] - lest you should say on the day of
- Resurrection, “Indeed, we were of this unaware.”

(7:172)
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That is why “ayats " of the Qur’an cannot be called
anything besides “ayas” because each “ayar” is a sign
or reminder. .

“Zikv’ also means to remember and one of the
uniqueness of Qur’an is that it is the only book on the
face of the earth which is memorized from cover to
cover of 600 pages irrespective of age limitations
which in itself is a miracle.
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“So We have made this (Qur’an) easy on your tongue

that you may give good tidings to the righteous and
warn the hostile people.” (19:97)

e The word “tadabbur” comes from the root word
“dubr” (,) which literally means “back” but in

- context means to think, to ponder, to contemplate,
to reflect, to examine deliberately ovér each letter
and word of the Qur’an. Thinking and. pondering
means to go in depth and elaborate the every word
of it and its different possible meanings and
interpretation.

In a hadith narrated;

Hasan al-Basri [one of the Tabi'een] said, “There was
not revealed a [single] Ayat from the Qur'an except
that it has a Zahir [an apparent] and Batin [inner] and
every letter has a value [measure] — and Jor every
value is an ending.”

(Baghawi, Sharh us Sunnah no. 1/214)

For “tadabbur” (contemplation) perspective,
‘Qur’an is the most difficult book on the face of the
earth because it is a revelation from Allah and it has to
testify itself with respect to time. _
There is many thing which Qur’an says about the
modern facts and other aspects which mankind was
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unknown until few years back, but when once facts
establishes Qur’an confirms it. This is only to hint the
non-believer that it is God’s word and not because.it is
“science” book rather it is a book of “sign”. And when -
the believer, recite those ayats they appreciate Qur'an
more and thus it increases their faith.

‘Qur’an is like an ocean having no banks with
infinite depth, so whosoever want to get priceless
materials should have to swim or at least dive.

4. To be acted upon as it is worthy to be followed
s o d-J,b Gebh 585 ke pas 5591 5151 055
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“Indeed, this Qur’an guides to whom who establishes

it and gives good tidings to the believers who do
righteous deeds that they will have a great reward.

(17:9)

5. To be conveyed to‘b_ther

Qur’an was revealed for whole of the humanity
irrespective of religion, race and ethnicity -and it is
meant to be followed entirely. Similarly Prophet
Muhammad (@) was not sent only for the Muslims, he

is “rahmatullil a’alameen” and sent as warner, guide
& mercy for whole of humanity.

When Muhammad (g5) passed away in 11th year

of hijra, there were around 140 thousand companions
and more than half of them died outside their home,

_ What they were doing? They were preaching the .
" book of Allah, tradition of Muhammad (@) and -
volunteering to the cause of Allah.
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At the Farewell pilgrimage, Muhammad (&)
interrogated the gathering, asking;

Have I conveyed the message to you, and they all
said “yes you have conveyed the message,
accomplished your duty and offered sincere - advice
“then prophet gestured with his forefinger towards the
sky and then towards the gathering and said “O Allah
bear witness, O Allah bear witness, O Allah bear
witness” (means these people are testifying that I have
accomplished the task which you had laden unto me).

Then prophet said “All those who listen to me
shall pass on my words to others and those to others
again; and it may be that the last ones understand my
words better than those who listen to me directly”,

Now, the liaBiIity to convey message of Islam to
the world is on' Muslims but sad reality is that the
Muslims has forgotten his task and duty which Allah
and his messenger has enjoined on Muslim world.

The purpose of prophetic mission was to supersede
Islam over all religion but after few years this mission
stopped except the few who understood the message
and take it as his responsibility to do the prophetic
work.
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“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and
the religion of truth to manifest it over all religion,
although those who associate others with Allah dislike
it.” ’ (61:9)
As the poet of the East, A’llama Igbal said;
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There is no leisure, lots of work is still to be done,

Accomplishment of the Light of Oneness 1s still to be
done.

Allah (%) said in the Qur’an;
3290 o as o e Asad 138 e 461 Klas i s
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“And thus we have made you a middle community that

you will be witnesses over the people and the

Messenger will be a witness over you.” (2:143)

From this ayah it is quite clear that if Muslims will
not realize their responsibility and do their job as been
commanded then they will be held responsible and
have to face his Lord to answer.

@ O O
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12. Benifits of Reciting Qur’an
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“Establish prayer at the decline of the sun [from its
meridian] until the darkness of the night and [also] the
Qur'an of dawn. Indeed, the recitation of dawn is ever
witnessed.” - (17:78)

From ahadiths, we come to know that angels
changes their shift two times in a day, at-Fajr and at
Asr. During Fajr it is a time when white thread is
separating  from black thread, means- day is
overlapping the night and so angels are watchful over
the people. And at this time reciting Qur’an is
witnessed more and encouraged;

e Allah knowing well yet asks the angel, “in what
state do you find my servent™ Angels replies
“he was reciting Qur’an “so Allah reward him,

e Indeed! Reciting Qur’an has a great blessing.
There is no other book on the face of the earth
and never would be in the future which is read
on the regular basis irrespective of age limits
with an intention to get blessings of Allah and
every reader of Qur’an knows it as a speech of
Allah and reading it will benifit him.

In a hadith narrated in jama’i Al-Trimidh from
Muhammad bin Ka'b Al-Qurazi; '

“I heard ‘Abdullah bin Mas'ud saying: ‘The
Messenger of Allah said:”{Whoever recites a letter]
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SJrom Allah’s Book, then he receives the reward from it,

and the reward often the like of it. I do not say that Alif

Lam Mim is a letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is a letter

and Mim is a letter.” (Jama 't Al-Trimidh: 3158)

In this hadith, clearly it is not a liable condition to
understand** Arabic. Irrespective of whether anyone
understand Arabic or not unless he is a Muslim, he will
be rewarded if he read with good intention. So there is
no excuse left for anyone to abandon reciting Qur’an
only because of not understanding Arabic.

e Now what about those who are not so fluent in
reading Arabic, is there any excuse for them?

No, of course not, but for those reward is double
because he is making an effort to read book of
Allah.And it is not possible that anyone makes an
effort in the way of Allah and he is not succeeded and
rewarded.

In a hadith narrated in Sunan Abu-Dawood by
umm-ul-Mo’mineen Aisha that Prophet (i) said;

“One who is skilled in the Qur’an is associated with

the noble, upright recording angels, and he who JSalters

when he recites the Qur’an and finds it difficult for him
will have a double reward”.

(Sunan Zbu-Dawood: 1454)

It is a blessing from Allah that he do not want
- anyone to be despaired from his mercy. Allah makes
things easy for the believer so that they may remember
Allah () at any time and at any condition.

® Allah (%) encourages the believer to recite
Qur’an in night prayer (tahajjud) which a

¥ Understanding here implies to know translation.
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person is able to do according to his capability

thus Allah says further;
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“So recite what is easy [for you] of the Qur’an. He has
kmown that there will be among you those who are ill
and others travelling "throughout the land seeking
[something] of the bounty of Allah and others fighting
Jor the cause of Allah. So recite what is easy from it
and establish prayer and give zakah and loan Allah a
goodly loan. And whatever good you put forward for
yourselves - you will find it with Allah. It is better and
greater in reward. And seek forgiveness of Allah.
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” (73:20)

There are some other command also given in this
ayah but the focus is on reciting Qur’an, that Allah is
well aware of the situation of every individual so he
says to recite while stand up in night prayer which you
can easily perform and it is a time to remember your
Lord when the world is at peace and calm.

¢ For the Parents who encourages their children
and teach them Qur’an and if their children
acted upon it, will be adorn on the day of
judgment with cloths and bracelet, parables of
which is out of human imagination. -
The Prophét Muhammad (&) said, “Whoever recited
the Qur’an, studied it, and acted according to what it
contains; on the Day of Judgment his parents will be .
dressed with a crown of light, its brightness is like that
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of the sun. And his parents will be adorned with two
bracelets, of which the whole world is not equivalent to
them [in worth]. So they will say, ‘Why are we being
adorned with these?’ It will be said, ‘This is because of
your child taking [the recitation, teaching and acting
upon] the Qur'an.” (Tafseer ibn Katheer)

“Fasting and the Qur’an will intercede for the
slave on the Day of Resurrection. Fasting will
say: 'Oh my Rabb! I prevented him from food
and desires, so accept my intercession for him.'
And the Qur’an will say: 'l prevented him from
sleep during the night, so accept my
intercession for him.' He ! Said: "And they will
(be allowed to) intercede.”(Sahih Al-Muslim)

For those who memorizes Qur’an will get level
of paradise on the basis of how much he has
memorizes the Qur’an and how good he is in
reciting.

Narrated ‘Abdullah bin’ Amr;

That the Prophet (&) said: “It shall be said - meaning

to the one who memorized the Qur'an -Recite, and rise

up, recite (melodiously) as you would recite in the
world. For indeed your rank shall be at the last Ayah

you recited.” (Trimidhi: 3162)
Doing tazakkur-e-Qur’an in groups and sitting
with scholars and knowledgeable person
benefits in many ways. The more discussion
(but in right way) increases iman, every letter
and ayah are appreciated, knowledge increases.
These are some worldly benéfits but spiritual
benefits are beyond counts.

In a hadith narrated in Sunan Abu Dawood;
Abu Hurairah reported the Prophet (&) as saying:
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No people get together in a house of the houses of
Allah (i.e. a mosque), reciting the Book of Allah, and
learning it together among themselves, put calmness
(sakinah) comes down to them, (Divine) mercy covers
them (from above), and the angels surround them, and
Allah makes a mention of them among those who are
with Him. (Sunan Abu Dawood: 1455).

* One day prophet Muhammad (£) came out in
masjid and saw companions doing tazkir, he
became happy and smiles. Asks the companions
“Do you witness that There is no deity worthy
of worship except Allah (%) and I am his

_messenger? “They replied: “yes”.

Then he said which is recorded in a hadith;

The Prophet Muhammad () said, “Indeed this
Qur’an is a rope — one end of it is in the Hand of Allah
and the other end is in your hands. So hold firmly to it
[the result would be] that you would never go astray
and never be destroyed [no matter what the
circumstance].” (Tbn Hibban no. 122)

e For those two person one is teaching and other
is learning are the best and will be rewarded.
Narrated Uthman bin Affan;
The Prophet &) said, “The best among you (Muslims)
are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it.”

(Sahih al-Bukhari: 5027)

O O O
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13. Division of Qur’an

o In the Qur an baswally d1v131on has been made on
following basis.

1) Manzﬂ )
11) Surah
iii) Juz
*iv) Hizb
.. v) Ruku

i) Manzil ‘

The Manzil are the early division in Qur’an from
the time.of prophet (#) and it was ‘the routine of
companions to recite Qur’an at night in tahajjud prayer
and they would love to recite more and more Qur’an.
So they used to recite one manzil of Qur’an everyday
which ¢onsists of four to five juz of Qur’an.

If Surah Al-Fateha to be kept separate because it is
ummul Qurlan and are read in every raka’t, there
are seven manzil of the Qur’an.

Manzil ~ Surah Number of Surah

.7 02-04 03
2. 05-09 ' . 05
3. - 10-16 - -~ w07
4. 0725 .09
5. 26-36- - 11
6. 37-49 13
7.

50-114 ' 65
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Manzil of the Qur’an is ‘complete’ in the sense
that context do not breaks while changing the
Manzil.If someone wish to recite whole Qur’an in
seven days he must recite one Manzil a day.

ii) Surah _
The Surah are also the. early division in the
Qur’an,from the time of prophet (#) and companions.

Every Surah is complete in itself with complete
context unlike division of the Juz. Reciting any surahs
from beginning to the end do not breaks the context
and gives the content of what it says.

It is uniqueness of the Qur’an unlike other book
that one need not have to go surah by surah to
understand the later content of any surah.

For example;

To read and understand Surah Ar-Rahman (55), It

is not necessary or obligatory to first understand surah
Al-Bagarah (2).

iii) Juz :

The Juz literally means part or portion. The Qur’an
is divided into 30 portions of approximately equal in
length, The Juz separation is not from the time of

prophet (&) and it came much later.

It was an effort to make easy for the reciter that if
someone wishes to recite whole Qur’an in a month or
in taraweeh then he must recite a juz daily. But unlike
other division, it do not follow the content rule.

Many times we find that content breaks in between
while changing the Juz and the story or context
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remains incomplete, the best example is surah Al-
Yusuf.

The huffaz who do not know Arabic translation,
stops at the end of 12" juz which is incomplete in its
context and this can easily be experienced in taraweeh,

but the context completes in the next ruk’u of the 13th
juz.

iv) Hizb

Hizb (_a,ul) is the half of juz, so every juz contains
two hizb. Each Hizb is further divided into halves,
known as Rub’aa (x,1). Thus in Qur’an there are 60

hizbs. Qur’an printed in Arab countries are generally
dtvided in hizbs.

v)Ruk'u

Ruk’u literally means to bow down. In each Surah,
there are different number of ruk’u. It is a short
paragraph in the Qur’an. In Ruk’us, the sentence

completes but context need not necessarily be
completed.

@ O O
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' 14. The Makki and Madani Surahs

e Makki Surahs are those portions of Qur’an
which was revealed to prophet (&) before the
migration (hijra) in the span of thirteen years.

And out of 114 surahs, about 85 of them were
“revealed in Makkah and these portion mostly contains
the sign and favour of Allah (%), warning, guidance,

day of judgment, transgression of previous nation,
wisdom, Scientific ayats, abstaining from shirk,
worshipping one and only true deity, the parables and
many more.

In Makki Surah of Qur’an, there are hardly
mention about ‘the Ahl-al-kitab because there were no
Jews and Christians in Makkah.

o The Madani Surahs are those portions of the
Qur’an which revealed after the migration in the
span of 10 years and these are about 29 in
numbers.

Madani surahs are generally large in size like
Surah Al-Bagarah (286 ayats), Surah Al-Imran (200
ayats), Surah Al-Tauba (129 ayats). '

Madani Qur’an mostly deals with the Ahl-al-kitab
(people of the scriptures), means Jews and Christians,
rulings, different battles and its causes and purpose,
about Munifigoons, Rulings of social and the economic
life, Sacrifice, Hajj etc.

Regarding Surah Al-Hajj (22), there is difference
of opinion that either it is Makki or Madani surah, but

’
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in fact it seems like both. Surah Al-Hajj do contains
some ayats of Makkan period and some ayats of
Madani period.

Madani ayats of Surah Al-Hajj are the earliest
revelation in Madina and some ayats indicate that;
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“Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are
being fought, because they were wronged: And indeed,
Allah is competent to give them victory,” (22:39)
This ayah is Madani because there was no

permission of retaliation in Makkah or even raising
hand or sword in self-defence.

This is also an opinion about Surah Al-Hajj that it
was revealed during the journey of Hijra which is also
seems correct. There are some ayats and surahs which
were revealed during farewell pilgrimage (Hajjatul
wada), at treaty of Hudaiybiyyah and during conquest
of Makkah where prophet (2) stayed for 15-20 days

but since these incidents are of post migration
therefore these ayats are also considered as the part of
Madani Surah. '

~ The Makki and Madani surah are beautifully
arranged in the Qur’an as a group and can easily be
memorized.

It can be classified in seven groups;

<0
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Group Makki Madani Total Except

1. 01 02-05 05

2. 06-07  08-09 04 _

3. 1023 24 15 13,22%6(Madani)

4. 25-32 33 09

5. 34-46  47-49 16

6. 50-56  57-66 17

7. 67-114 48 76.98,99,110(Madani)
Total 114

There are some ayahs in Makki surah which was
revealed in Madina and vice-versa. Which is explicitly
preserved in the Islamic literature that which ayah
revealed when, according to the impending
circumstances with negligible difference of opinion
between the scholars.

Why it is necessary to know the Makki and Madani
Surah? :

Knowledge of the Makki and Madani surahs have
been derived from the time of sahaba and tabi'un
because they witnessed the revelation and well aware
of the occasions of revelation.

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud 5 narrated that “I swear by

Allah, besides whom there is no other God, there is no
surah in the Qur’an except that I know where it was
revealed! And there is not a single ayah in the Qur’an
except that I know the reason behind its revelation! If .
there were any person that knew more about the
Qur’an than me, and it was possible for me to reach
him, T would ride (on my camel) towards him (to get
this knowledge). So for almost of the ayahs, we

26This is a surah in which ayahs of Makkah and Madina both included
and some of ayah revealed during migration or it can be said that it is
a surah of ending Makkan Period and beginning of Medinian period.
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exactly know the purpose, place and time of its
revelation.

Similarly Ali ibn Abi Talibd use to tell his

students, “Ask me! For I swear by Allah, that there is
. nothing that you will ask me except that I will answer
you. Ask me concerning the book of Allah! For I
swear by Allah, there is not a single verse in the
Qur’an except that I know whether it was revealed at
night or during the day, or on a Mountain or on a
plane!” : |

Therefore, to know the origin and order of some of
the revelation is important for understanding its
context and proper meaning which can often be more
casy to grasp if one knows the related time and
circumstances of revelation. For instance, many ayah
from the Makkan period may be especially meaningful
to Muslims living in a- strongly un-Islamic
environment, by taking heed that in what state
Muslims were in Makka and what was their role in that
particular situation, because in Makkah, Muslims were
in persecuted minority. Thus it is beneficial to know
the steps taken by Prophet (&) in such dire situation.

While some of the Madani period would sound good to
those Muslims who dre in the process of formation of
the pure Islamic civilization. In some cases, unless one
knows which of two or more related verses was
revealed first, one cannot decide which legal ruling is
liable upon the Muslims at that particular time and
place,

Chronology

It is also important to know the chronology of
verses in order to understand the gradual development
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of many Muslim practices, attitudes and laws such as
prohibition of alcohol, marriage, dealing with pagans,
fighting?’ etc. and to see how these matter developed
historically step by step, i.e. during the lifetime of the
Prophet (%) in order to understand their full
implications.

The other benefits of knowing the chronology of
revelation is that the whole prophetic life of
Muhammad (#5) is explained, his character, suffering,
sorrow, supplication, physical and psychologwal
torcher, migration, development of Islamic empire,
war, rulings and many more things. In short the life
journey of prophet Muhammad () i.e. “Seerat-un-
Nabi” '

Chronological *® order of the Surah revealed to

prophet (#);

Makki Surah

96 68 73 74 1 111 81 87 82 89 93 94 103 100 108
102 107 109 105 113 114 112 53 80 97 91 85 95 106
101 75 104 77 50 90 86 54 38 7 72 36 25 35 19 20 56
26272817101112156373134394041424344
4546 51 88 18 16 71 14 21 23 32 52 6769 70 78 79
82 84 30 29 83

235 far as fighting with the enemy is concerned, the first verse revealed
on this particular subject is from Sura al-Hajj (22). This verse is from
the Madinan period as discussed earlier and it becomes clear from this
that Muslims were not allowed to fight against the non—Muslims before
the migration.

2 For example, first 5 ayah of Surah Al-Alag(96™ in Quraan) was the
first to reveal, then some ayah of Surah Al-Qalam(68') and so on. Rest
of the ayah of respective surahs revealed later. And this was the way of
revelation,
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Medani Surah

28333604 995747135576 659859 2422 63
5849666461624859110

Putting together the Makki surah, it is about 11
ju’z of the Qur’an while Madani surah constitute about
19 ju’z of the Qur’an.

Many surahs of the Qur’an do contain ayats from
both periods of revelation, and in some cases there are’
difference of opinion among scholars concerning the
classification of a particular passage. But as a whole
the above given chronology is widely accepted and a
very negligible difference of opinion.

OO O
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15. Presentation of Surah

There are 114 surahs in Qur’an from Al-Fateha to
An-Naas.

The word “surah™ came from the root word sur
(1s«) which means a barrier or a wall. In the context of
the Qur’an, it means that every surah in itself is

complete in every aspect and nothing can be added or
taken out or can be interchanged from its place.

reed) 329 34ET b

“And a wall will be placed between them.” (57:13)

Now we have already discussed earlier that surahs
revealed to the prophet (#) in random mode and at a
time more than one surah would reveal so when any
ayah would come, prophet (#) would dictate to his
companions, and also to arrange accordingly.

For example, we know Surah Al-Baqarah, the
longest surah in the Qur’an was revealed in Madina
and simultaneous with it, many other surah also
commenced. Like ayah from Surah Al-Hajj(22:39),
has a command of retaliation which was revealed
simultaneously with Al-Bagarah, but when this ayah
revealed, prophet (g) asked them to put in Surah Al-
Hajj, not in Al-Baqarah. So in the lifetime of prophet
(#) the Qur’an and its order was finalised and since

then nothing has been added nor have been subtracted
from it either.
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Each letter and each word of the Qur’an deserve
the place where it exists and it keeps a lot of sense and
alteration of this causes problem which can easily be
experienced by the one who read Qur’an and
understand Arabic.

As Allah took responsibility on himself for this;
Con Ol lalzg)
“Indeed, upon Us is its collection and its recitation.”
(75:17)
Each surah starts with in its own style which can
be categorise in some 12 ways.

i) Praising statement for Allah (&):
There are about 16% surah in the Qur’an which
begins with the glorification statement of Allah.

It is beyond our limit of thought or to invent a
word to praise Allah (%) as he is worthy to be praised.

It is only He, the almighty Allah teaching mankind to
praise him as he is worthy. Allah says in Qur’an;

u ” " " E) P ” H
G0 @&Q@!@%@ﬁéﬁ%mugﬂ%ﬂj
“And remember Him, as He has guided you, for
indeed, you were before that among those astray.”

‘ (2:198)

So it is befitting, to praise Allah (%) as he want to
be praised.as given in Qur’an.

For example; o>

Word‘..>’ has two meaning, Praise and Thanks.

29 Surahs in this section are 1, 6, 17, 18, 25, 34, 35, 55, 537, 59, 60, 61, 62,
64, 67,87 =16
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=> Praisc is given for “someone's characteristics”,
or for what “someone has done extremely well
to someone” or “appreciation of someone’s
work™.

= Thanks are given by “someone who has
received some favour”, not merely for
characteristics.

Thérefore, when ‘.’ is used for Allah, then in
this ‘ue»’, thanks and praise are combined and these
are due to the innumerable favours and bounties he
bestowed on humankind that only he knows.. Allah’s
bounties include foremost the gift of Islam, the
sustenance that he provide us in this life, and the
comfortable life he has granted, without anything or
anyone compelling him and asking him to do so, the
physical health etc. Allah also warned his creation and
alerted them about the means and methods with which
they can earn eternal dwelling in the residence of
everlasting happiness. So all thanks and praise are due -
to Allah (&) for the favours which are beyond count
from beginning to end.

ii)Haruf-e-Muqattaa'at

There are 28 letters (if'.'&'vare considered as one) in .

the Arabic alphabet and half of them are used in haruf-
e-mugattaa’at. These letters are;

OB rovlo-grama e mpJ-
And these abbreviated letters occur in 29°° surahs of
the Qur’an,separately and in combination as well. And

30 Surahs are 2, 3, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19, 20, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,
31, 32, 36, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 50, 68 =29
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these surahs are the following;
Alif-Lam-Mim: - 2, 3, 29, 30, 31, 32
Alif-Lam-Raa: - 10, 11,12,14,15
Alif-Lam-Mim-Raa: - 13
Kaf-Ha-Ya-Ain-Sad: - 19
Ta-Ha: - 20
Ta-Sin-Mim: - 26, 28
Ta-Sin: - 27 |
Ya-Sin: - 36
Sad: -38
Ha-Mim: - 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46
Ha-Mim Ain-Sin-Qaf: - 42
Qaf: - 50
Noon: - 68
These abbreviated letters are recited separately like
‘o’ (Alif-Lam-Mim), one cannot read it as o) (alam).

Its meaning and interpretation is best known to
~ Allah alone and except him no one knows it. Prophet
(#) ordered the companions to read separately so no

companions ever asked its meaning despite of thelr
thirst in seeking knowledge.

Many of the companions, tabi'un and scholars
have tried and given their view regarding haruf-e-
mugqattaa’at.

For example,ali
+ & Some of them suggested it indicates ‘oot <’ (1,
Allah know best), they took first letter ¥ morf bl
the middle ‘" from <y the last” » from qic!

This is the opinion of Abdullah ibn Abbass.
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* Some suggested, it indicates wems - i
(Allah - Jibreel - Muhammad).

But since Allah and his messenger (&) did not

disclosed it to the ummah, then there must be some
wisdom behind it. So nothing more can be said about
its exact interpretation.

Since Arab at that time were proud of their
language and they uses some indicated letters before
their poem but when Qur’an revealed and challenges
the Arab, they did not dare to mock it despite of their
forged lie about Muhammad () and Qur’an and it has

been clear to them that this is not the speech of normal
human being.

iii) Seeking readers attention’!

There are more than 140 references of such kind in
the Qur’an in which a person or a group is addressed to
seek attention of the audience. Most of the time Allah
is warning or guiding in these references.’

And it is in fact true that if someone is addressed
directly by an authority, then he listen with all his

mind and soul to respond. The very first command in
the surah Al-Baqara is

,Q.,J,Q_,Uﬂ s iz o 5513800 A @

GAD @ g "'""

“O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and
those before you, that you may become righteous.”

(2:21)

The straight and to the point, the creed with which

all the prophet were sent i.e., to worship one and only

3 4,5,22,33,49, 65, 66, 73, 74
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true creator who created them and the people who
preceded them. And this ayah is not directed to
Muslims only but to the whole of mankind.

Once a man asked Abdullah bin Mas'ud, “Advise
me!” He said, “When you hear Allah’s statement,

yialiguidiZ (O’ you who believe), then pay full
attention, for it is a righteous matter that either he is
ordaining or an evil thing that he is forbidding”.
Similarly other addressing in the Qur’an are;

(66:7) 1338 2l
(66:1) EIET
@332 udislay

iv) Questions

This type of surah starts with either the reply to
some inquisition of idolater’?, or quoting their question
directly about the severe punishment on the Day of
Judgment and other type of question is directed to

prophet (#)*?
Wy Opilais sa
“About what are they asking one another?” (78:1)
W o ou 1 ' -
(i) OGRS gdlesss]
“Have you seen the one who denies the Recompense?”
(107:1)

3270, 78, 88
33 8, 94, 105, 107
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v). Declaration/tautology™*

e O g esiie gl diasssal u§§5 5
“IThis is a declaration of] disassociation, from Allah
and His Messenger, to those with whom you had made
a treaty among the polytheists.” 9:H

(A QST gl Gac s Jasls
“The revelation of the Qt;r’an is from Allah, the
Exalted in Might, the Wise.” (39:1)

vi) Warning®
L) é@;éﬁm;g,r 3plas B S

“[The. time of] their account has approached for the
people, while they are in heedlessness turning away.”

(21:1)

vii) Glad tiding3®
_ (D D& e k) émuj
“Certainly will the believers have succeeded.” (23:1)
(IO AL TS|
“Indeed, We have given you, [O Muhammad], a clear
conquest.” (48:1)

viii) An Oath’’
In these categories of Surahs Allah is swearing by
his various creation, like stars, Moon, angels,
wind, constellation, sun, night etc. And there are
18 such surahs.

3 A command or statement of fact; 9, 24, 39, 58, 63, 71, 80, 97, 98
3516, 21, 47, 69, 102

323 48 & 110 (prophecy), 108, 110

3737, 51, 52, 53, 54, 75, 77,79, 85, 86, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 95, 100, 103
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. . (#ID S 3515) 0515

“By the star when it descends.” (53:1)
6o bandll agm 2309

“I swear by the Day of Resurrection.” (75:1)

=g (7)4’=§J|§
“By time.” (103:1)

ix) Dealing with Time/Day of Judgment?3
There are 6 surahs that begins with reminding Day
of Judgment and the past (76).

C51sh) Cbiiél Al <a5313)

“When the Occurrence occurs.” (56.:1)
- (W Gssf 2 iNsy

“When the sun is wrapped up fin darkness].”  (81:1)

x) A Command®’ _
(,.-f-:)él{?[?f;:;Géﬁliﬁﬁi@é!@ﬁ}ﬁ@ulﬁ@l@ﬁﬁ
“Say, [O Muhammad], “It has been revealed to me

that a group of the jinn listened and said, ‘Indeed, we
have heard an amazing Qur’an.” (72:1)

i Do33IEE S
Say, “O disbelievers, ' (109:1)
There are 6 such surahs. '

xi) Calamity*°

.2 Yo_p, e, 70 9,
@ delaialifis

% 56,76, 81, 82, 84, 99
¥ 72,96,109, 112, 113, 114
40 83,104,111
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“Woe to those who give less [than due] ", (83:1)
Y [ b wpuw @
GONOL T AR
“Woe to every scorner and mocker” (104:1)

xii) The Cause*!
W2 éugg 55 gy
“For the accustomed security of the Quraysh” (106:1)

O O O

41106
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16. The Precise and Allegorical Ayats

There is no matter that humanity needs to know
about their religion or worldly life except that Qur’an
discussed it. It does so by mentioning it directly, or by
providing a general principle that covers it, or by
referring to another source like the Sumnnah, ]urlstlc
consensus, or juristic analogy. In this way, every issue
of this world and the next that concerns people
individually or collectively is dealt with, from the
matters of faith and morality to social, political, and
economic problems. It is all found in the Qur’an, but it
is only a matter of faith and sincerity to contemplate
over the Qur'an. If it is not mentioned specifically,
then it is covered as part of something broader.

35t L A eh &K eyl s oot age J5 6uj
azampt;;stmmmuo;m.:sé;,buggwub i
w\Galo I3k oJall oz s mm«u,b mugm,ti;m, :

(A @uU‘)!H,J,lj)\ £l [::m..cw&

“It is He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad],
the Book; in it are verses [that are] precise - they are
the foundation of the Book - and others unspecific. As
for those in whose hearts is deviation {from truth],
they will follow that of it which is unspecific, seeking
discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to
them]. And no one knows its [true] interpretation
except Allah. But those firm in knowledge say, "We
believe in it. All [of it] is from our Lord.” And no one
will be reminded except those of understanding.” (3:7)
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According to above mentioned ayat, there are two
types of ayats found in Qur’an and that are "Muhkam"
and "Mutashabih".

"e. @ “Muhkam” comes from the root word ha-ka-ma
which means “To judge”. And among the names
of Allah (&), one is “Adl-Hakim” with “ism-
mubalgha” which means “the one who Judges”.
In the context of the ayah it means the ayah
which is entirely clear and plain, which are the
foundations of the book and which are plain for
everyone to understand and to take heed.

To understand “wmuhkam” ayats, there is no
requirement of scholars to interpret. Any person who
knows Arabic and reads Qur’an will understand what
his Lord want to say to him in muhkam ayats.

For example;
o 5813065 B s KT A1l ol
“O you who have believed, do not approach prayer

while you are intoxicated until you know what you are
saying.” (4:43)
Allah (%) says that if anyone is in state of
intoxication then do not come close.to Salah. To

understand this ayah, further interpretation is not
required and text makes it clear by itself.

The “Muhkam” are the Ayat that explain the
rulings, the allowed and prohibited, laws, limits,
. obligations and rulings that should be believed in and
mmplemented.

* And there are the ayat in the Qur’an that are
“Mutashabih™ which are .allegorical. They
describe the profound world of Ghaib (Unseen)
in human language. '
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So "Mutashabih" ayats should not be an excuse to
abandon reading whole Qur’an, as many of the people
say “do not read Qur’an or you will be misguided”."
Qur’an is a source of guidance, how can it misguide
someone? ' :

OO O
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17. Challenges of Qur’an.

Why Challenge?

Every prophet was given miracle in order to
‘convince their respective people that they are the.
divinely appointed prophets and messengers from
Almighty God. And what they can perform (miracle)
with the permission of God, no one can compete with
it. So Allah (&%) sent prophets with miracles related to

the kind of knowledge in which their nation used to be
most excelled in. Like in case of Musa (as),the people
to whom Musa(as) was sent were excelled in magic,
.the form of the miracle which he(Musa) challenged -
them, was of a magical nature. So the magicians who
observed Musa (as) performing miracle were among
the first to believe in him and in Allah. Because they
were in a better position than others to judge the “kind
of miracle” that this is not the ordinary magic but it is
some kind of a supernatural work of a divine power,
they were overwhelmed by what they witnessed and
fell in prostration being obedient to Allah (g) and his

messenger, irrespective of the fear of crucifixion and
death which they had but they found themselves
exposed to reality.

Similarly, the people to which Eisa (as).was sent
were focused on medical phenomena because they
were well advanced in medicine. So Allah gave him
miracle pertaining to match their s¢ale through which
Eisa.(as) could restore sight_to the blind, cure lepers,
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reviving the dead and demonstrated powers beyond
human intellect.

Similarly, Qur’an is a miracle given to the prophet
(#8), because Makkans were excelled in poetry and

literature in Arabic language, so Allah Challenges
them in their language to produce anything compare to
the Qur’an in order to test their linguistic skills. But
when the Arabs failed to match the cloquent language
of the Qur'an, they accused Muhammad (g5) of
' sorcery, inspired by Satan and even of being insane.

Thus, in the Qur’an at 5 different places, Allah
challenges the non-believer to bring or produce other
Qur’an or somewhat similar to the Qur’an if they are
truthful. Despite the fact that kuffars of Makkah were
sarcastic people and always wanted to humiliate and
make fun of the Prophet () physically and orally in -

every way possible, but they did not even tried to
attempt those challenges because truth had been
revealed to them and they knew that this is not the
ordinary speech But it is divine speech as the magician
at the time of Musa (as) recognised the miracle of '
Musa (as). But.out of arrogance they refused to accept
the truth. When they hear Qur’an, they would
mesmerize and moved. Many of the non-believers who
knew this is the truth and Islam is Hagq even then they
denied. Among them was Abu Jahl, Ummayya ibn
Khalaf, Walid ibn Mugheera, Akhnas bin Shariq and
many others.

For the non-believers of Arabs at that time the
challenges meant for them was the Arabic language,
thythm, the way of speech and its eloquence and the
thyming which they used to use in poetry. Because
they were so boastful of their language and live with
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that pride, So Allah challenges them in their language
at different stages and reduces their level of challenges
bit-by-bit. In the last ayah of challenge, Allah (%)

concluded that they will not be able to complete the
challenge ever.

I NISL (2. t020 -1 Tz o J N1 wzzgal o 18
oY ol 13d s 6 ol J8 ¢ dls Y etasizt ) 3
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Say, “If mankind and the jinn gathered in order to
produce the like of this Qur’an, they could not produce

the like of it, even if they were to each other
assistants.” (17:88)
Surah Al-Isra is the Makkan surah and in this
surah, Allah challenging the non-believers to produce

a Qur’an like this. Further Allah (&) pointed out the

great virtue of the Qur’an, by saying that if mankind
(intellect) and the .Jinn (power beyond human
comprehension) were all to come together and agree to
produce something like which has been revealed to the
Messenger (&) they would never be able to do it, even
if they were to cooperate and support and help one
another. Because this is something which is
'impossible. Obviously it makes complete sense that
“how could the word of the beings which themselves
been created be like the Words of the creator who has
no equal partner and peer and there is nothing like unto
Him™?
When kuffar failed to respond the challenge for a
period of time then Allah (%) made the challenge a

level easy and said;
- > 02 2w 2 - :f’f 72 ey . 5)3-{’ 21-
P 1T R s 5l da 150 (S5 - AR o3l A
2, .,,;s M sd s W T s
() @SB & Sl 35 &3 Rk
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Or do they say, “He invented it”? Say, “Then bring
ten surahs like it that have been invented and call upon
[for assistance] whomever you can besides Allah, if
you should be truthful.” (11:13)

It was the open challenge and will be forever that
none can be able to imitate Qur’an which in itself is a
miracle.

Note:-Miracle is something which cannot be imitated
by any normal being and it is beyond the laws of
sciences. Miracles do not follow the Newton's or
Thermodynamic laws so miracle is given to the
prophets so that the nation of prophet shall recognize
him as the divinely appointed men to preach the
message of Allah ().

~Therefore in a hadith prophet Muhammad (&)

said. Narrated by Abu Hurairah®:
The Prophet (&) said, "Every Prophet was given
miracles because of which people believed, but what I
have been given, is Divine Inspiration which Allah has
revealed to me. So I hope that my followers will
outnumber the followers of the other Prophets on the
Day of Resurrection.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 4981)
The statement “my followers will outnumber the
followers of the other Prophets on the Day of
Resurrection” can be analysed that, all the previous
miracles of the prophets were time bound and those
miracles were only witnessed by the people of that
generation. We simply believe those miracles because
of the record we find in our scripture. So no one can
ever be able to travel time in back and witness those
miracles. But Qur’an is the everlasting miracle and
access to everyone. Therefore Qur’an itself proves its
miraculous nature time to time to convince people.
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57

And in a hadith*®?, it is referenced that Muhammad (&)
said, “I hope that you will be half of the pe ple of

paradise”.
R AN i 8354156 LRI

(DOGHL AL Gl

“Or do they say fabout the Prophet], “He szented
it?” Say, “Then bring forth a surah like it apd call
upon [for assistance] whomever you can besides Allah,

if you should be truthfil.” _ 10:38)

Therefore, it is impossible to produce a

hing

similar to the Qur’an, nor ten Surah or even something
like it. The eloquence, the clarity, the precisidn, the
rhythm and grace of the Qur’an cannot be from dnyone
besides Allah (%). Similarly the great and abundant

principles and profound meanings within the Q

ur’an

which are of great benefit in this world and for the

hereafter cannot be from anyone besides Allah.

138315 - alds &3 3309 15900 gz 2 e W5 B3 &5 ol
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“And if you are in doubt about what We han sent

down upon QOur Servant [Muhammad], then pro
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surah the like thereof and call upon your withesses
other than Allah, if you should be truthful. But|if vou
do not - and you will never be able to - then fear the

disbelievers.” - . (2:23-24)

Fire, whose fuel is men and stones prepared jr the

Ayah here indicating that dis-believer and a
people will never be able to answer the chall
given by Allah (8).Which is the another mirac

2 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 3348

gant
enge
le of
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Qur’an that Allah (%) clearly bragging without a

shadow of doubt that the challenges of Qur’an will
never be answered for cternity. How can anyone be
able to produce something like the Qur’an which is the
Word of Allah who created everything! The Qur’an is
true, just and full of guidance. It does not contain
exaggerations, lies or falsehood, unlike other Arabic
and other types of poems that contains lies but Qur’an
is a telegraphic message. _

The poem of the poets in the past mainly contains
descriptions of women, horses, swords and alcohol.
Their poem might contain praise or the description of a
certain person, horse, camel, war, incident, fear, lion or
other types of items and objects. Such praise or
descriptions do not bring any benefit, except it
beautifies the poet's ability who eloquently describe
such items,

But as for the Qur’an, it is entirely eloquent in the
. most perfect manner, as those who have knowledge in
such matters and understand Arabic methods of speech
and expressions will concur.

When someone reads through the stories in the
Qur’an, he will find them fruitful, whether they were
in extended or indication, repeated or not. The more
these stories are repeated, the more fruitful and
beautiful they become. The Qur’an does not become
old when someone repeats reciting it or someone docs
not gets bored while reciting even thousands of time
and each time they may experience that the same ayah
is representing itself in a new and unique way. .

When the Qur’an mentions the subject of warning

and promises, it presents truths that would make solid
firm mountains shake, but what about the



An Exertion Towards Understanding Holy Qur’an 99

comprehending and understanding hearts |of the
people. When Qur’an promises the believers, 1t opens
the hearts and the ears, making them eager to aftain the
abode of peace l.e., paradise and to be the neighbours
of the “throne of the most beneficent” for eternity.

Now in the 21" century challenges of Quf’an can
be understand more clearly that in the same surah,
there is poetic*® rhythm, warning, gnidance, s¢ientific
facts, true stories and many more thing which mankind
is still unaware of. It is like a bundle of colour coded
threads the more it unbounds, the more be¢autiful,
brighter and productive it become.

Since the Qur’an is guidance to humanity, jt ought
to prove itself in every age, it proved itself in the past,
1t is today's guidance and it will be the guidance in the
future. Everyone in the world, educated or uneducated,
weak or strong, Farmer or Doctor, everyonE finds

something productive of their benefif and
understanding in the Qur’an when they recite it
according to their capability to comprehend.

@ O O

 Quran is not a p;)em (69:41) but everyone find for| himself -
something beneficial if he read it, so does poet
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18. Preservation of Qur’an

When talking to the “people of the book”, they
argue about this topic mostly and try to allege and
forge lies against Qur’an by saying that Qur’an is not
preserved in its original form as prophet Muhammad
(#) left with the companions as it was never compiled
and manuscripts were destroyed by the order of
Uthman? . .

Their concem of accusation is that when
Uthmand, the 3rd caliph of Islam bumnt the
manuscripts of Qur’an in his reign of Caliphate then -
how come we boast that Qur’an is historically
preserved. Because they have been trained to talk like
this without proper study of the subject but they fail to
realize that the Glorious Qur’an is preserved in
multiple ways, either spiritually or historically.

Burning manuscripts of Qur’an is a “fact” but this
is used by the non-believers to manipulate and
misguide innocent Muslims as though Qur’an has been
lost. :

Let us examine both spiritual and historical aspects
of preservation of Qur’an one by one.

Spiritual Aspect
Allah (%) says in the Qur’an;
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“Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur’an and

indeed, We will be its guardian.” (15:9)

Since Allah says he will guard the Qur’an, all
affairs belongs to him, he guard as he pleases but we
know that the immediate addressing (Arabs) of the
Qur’an were known as “ummi’yeen” means those who
do not know how to read or write or as his mother
brought him forth. As a whole they do not believe in
reading and writing but they were master in
memorization. They had a God gifted memory so they
used to memorize anything and everything like the
names of their ancestor* up to many generation and
their tribes, their character and trait, who marries who,
their children and which person belongs to which tribe
etc.

This gift of God i.e. memorization plays an
important role in preservation and indubitably this was
all setup from Allah (&%) as he said,;

oo Gailsass e

Indeed, upon Us is its collection and its recitation.
(75:17)
The famous companion Abdullah ibn Mas’ud

narrated that directly hearing Qur’an from the prophet
Muhammad (#5) he memorized 70 surahs out of 114.

There were many companion who completely
memorized the Qur’an by heart without having any
copy of the Qur’an. And they were able to do that by
reciting continuously to one another or in Salah five
times a day at least, doing discussions, passing down
the message to others, implementing in their daily

44 This branch of study is known as “ilm-ul-ansab” or “knowledge of
the Genealogy”, but in present days it is almost forgotten science.
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lives, teaching their respective disciples so they do not
require any “Mushafs” to memorize the Qur’an.
Companion like Ubayy ibn Ka’ab, Zayd ibn
Thabit, Muadh ibn Jabal and Abu Zayd were those
who memorized the whole Qur’an in the lifetime of
Muhammad (#), along with three of the Ummul

Mo’mineen namely Aisha®, Hafsa® and Umm
Salama® were the hafizah and they memorized whole

Qur’an within few months after the demise of Prophet
Muhammad (g5).

This type of “Preservation” is known as the “oral
transmission” which is followed to this day in different
parts of the world. There is a list of consistent
unbroken chain of transmission of Qur’an from

Prophet Muhammad (#) to this day. And such

scholar’s regression** can be traced back to the prophet

(#3). Scholars teaches their disciples not only the
reading and memorization but also the recitation in a
meticulous way. And when they find their disciples to
be qualified enough, they gave their student authority
to transmit Qur’an to their own student.

Zayd ibn Thabit,the main compiler of Qur’an was
very young in age at that time and played a crucial role
in the compilation of Qur’an. He was the main scribe
of Muhammad (&) and his house was very close to
Masjid. So whenever new revelation would come,
prophet (g) use to call out Zayd to come with his
writing materials and use to' dictate him the revelation

and he use to write thosg revelations on wood, rock,
scapula and leather.

> Who tought who



104 An Exertion Towards Understanding Holy Qur’an

There were some ayah which was abrogated by
Allah (#) himself as mentioned in Qur’an (2:106,

16:101). But in the last year of Muhammad’s (&) life,

he recited the whole Qur’an to Jibreel (a.s) two times
in the month of Ramzan and Zayd ibn Thabit and
Ubayy ibn Ka’ab accompanied him in the final
recitation®® so he witnessed which ayats are abrogated
and which is included and part of Qur’an.

Narrated Abu-Huraira:

“Gabriel used to repeat the recitation of the Qur’an
with the Prophet once a year, but he repeated it twice
with him in the year he died. The Prophet used to stay
in I'tikaf for ten days every year (in the month of
Ramadan), but in the year of his death, he stayed in
I'tikaf for twenty days.” (Sahih Al- Bukhari: 4998)
It is obvious that the compilation of Qur’an in the

lifetime of prophet (#) in the single copy could not

have been possible because Qur’an was continued to
come down and at a time there were more than one
surah simultaneously used to reveal with alternate
ayats and so prophet (g) would instruct the scribes

(like to put this ayah to the certain place of that surah
and so on). And since there was no provision of cut
and paste, therefore it was hard to compile at one
place, though all the revelation was written down by
the companions but within the year of his passing
when it was required, whole Qur’an was compiled in
front of almost all the elite of companions who knows
the Qur’an best in the world and no one objected its
authenticity and abrogation. From then, generation
upon generation Qur’an has been transmitted in mass,
this is bow Allah () has preserved the Qur’an in the

46 Tahir Al-Jaza’iri, Al-Tibyan Page 126
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hearts of the Muslims and made Qur’an easy in
memorization. Its demonstration can be seen in any
part of the world that 7-8 year child memorizes whole
Qur'an cover to cover with proper reading and
tajweed. Even today the people who are blind have
also memorized the Qur’an only by listening the
Qirats. Is it not something to be amazed of?

How does mutawattir (mass transmission) work?

There were many Companions who were famous
for their knowledge of the Qur’an, among them were
the four Khulafaa ar-Rashidoon (Abu Bakr, Umar,
Uthman and Ali), Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood, Abdullaah
ibn Abbaas, Ubay ibn Ka’ab, Zayd ibn Thaabit, Abu
Musa al-Ash’aree, Abdullaah ibn Zubayr, and Aishah
(peace be upon them all).

The later generation following the companions of
prophet (&), the Successors, studied eagerly under the

wise guardianship of the companions. These students
took over their predecessor’s responsibilities, and
passed this knowledge faithfully to the next generation
like Abdullah Ibn Abbas students, Sa’eed ibn Jubayr,
Mujaahid ibn Jabr, Ikrimah al-Barbari and many more
who were all famous in Makkah. Ubay ibn Ka’ab’s
students, Zayd ibn Aslam, Abu al-Aaliyah and
Muhammad ibn Ka’ab, were the teachers of Madina.
And in Iraq, Abdullah ibn Mas’ud left behind his great
legacy to Algamah ibn Qays, Masruq ibn al-Ajda, al-
Hasan al-Basree and Qatadah. These three places,
Makkah, Madina, and Kufa (Iraq), were the leading
centres of all the sciences of Islam, including tafseer
and wloom al-Qur’an.
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Thus the knowledge of the Qur’an was passed on
by the trustworthy scholars of the ummah with the
exactly same wordings, who protected it from the
alterations of the heretics, the false claims of liars, and
the false interpretations of the ignorant.

This is how Qur’an is protected spiritually so that
a single letter cannot be taken out or can be added in
Qur’an. So how can it be even possible that Qur’an
would lost or ayahs be forgotten when Allah ()
himself took responsibility to guard his Qur’an and He
is the most knowledgeable, most wise and the best of
planner. '

Even if anyone doubts its authenticity and
preservation then challenges of Qur’an is yet there
because man can make mistakes but Allah can never,
and it is not befitting for him to make error as he says;
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“Do they not contemplate (ponder) upon the Qur’an?

If it had been from anyone beside Allah, they would
have found within it much contradiction.” (4:82)

All praise is due to Allah (#) that there is not a

single error in the Qur’an and it is as preserved as it
was with the prophet (&) and companions.

Historical perspective
This can be understand in two parts,
i) Abu Bakr’s Compilation
i) Uthman’s Compilation
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i)Abu Bakr’s Compilation

In the lifetime of prophet (&), Qur'an was not
officially compiled in a single book form because
pages and sheets were unknown to Arabia then and
was not very common. So the companions who were
scribes of wahi’yy used to write Qur’an on Scapulae,
leather, tree’s barks, stone and wood. And they used to
memorize any new revelation right then and there only
by listening to prophet ().

There are around 60 of the companion who are
known to write the revelation chosen by prophet (&)

himself and these are known as Katib-al-Wahi'yy
(scribes of the revelation) or Kuttab-an-Nabi (scribes
of the prophet).

. Some of them are*’;

Abu Bakr, Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari, Umar bin
Khattab, Uthman Ibn Affan, Jafar ibn Abi Talib, Ali
ibn Abi Talib, Abdullah ibn Masud, Usaid ibn Hudair,
Zayd ibn Thabit, Ubayy ibn Ka’ab, Abu Sufyan,
Muawiyya ibn Abi Sufyan, Khalid ibn Al Walid, Abu
Khuzaima Al-Ansari, Az-Zubayr ibn Al-Awwam, Sad
ibn Ubada, Talha, Abdullah ibn Abu Bakr, Amir ibn
Fuhayrah, Abbas, Muadh bin Jabal, Amr ibn Al-Aas,
Thabit ibn Qais.

We also have the records that there are numerous
indications in the literature of hadith that several of the
companions of the Prophet (#3) had prepared their own

written manuscripts in the lifetime of the Prophet () so

a list of such companions of whom it is related that they
had their own written collections are the following:

4THistory of the Qur'aanic text, Revelation to compilation by M.M.
Azami-
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Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud, Ubay bin Ka’b, Ali ibn Abi
Talib, Abdullah Ibn Abbas, Abu Musa Al-Ashari,
Hafsa bint Umar, Anas bin Malik, Zayd bin Thabit,
Abdullah Ibn Al-Zubair, Abdullah ibn Amr, A'isha,
Salim, Umm Salama.

These manuscripts of the companions were
personal but not official so they have their differences
in ordering of the surah (because of random revelation)
and in their manuscripts they used to put some foot
notes and tradition (sunnah) of the prophet (&) related
to particular ayah, so in order to eliminate the
differences so that later generation should not be
confused with those personal notes and may take it as
the part of Qur’an, official copy of the Qur’an was
necessary and thus Allah (%) opened the heart of Abu

Bakrs for this purpose and he ordered that “official”
Qur’an be compiled in pure form.
Even after the demise of prophet (z3) companions

initially did not thought to compile the Qur’an and was

not required at that particular time. It was only during
~ the battle of Yamama against Musaylamah Al-Kazzab
(an apostate) during the caliphate of Abu Bakr® when
many of the companions from As-Suffah*® who were
known for the knowledge of Islamic science and
memorization of Qur’an, martyred then Umard, the
second caliph realizes that what if more and more

* The people of As-Suffah were known for their knowledge in
different field, personally trained by prophet () and they were
resident of Masjid An-Nabawi, they used to be very poor so they
devoted their life to study Deen. And whenever any new tribe would
accept Islam, prophet () would send teachers from As-Suffah to
teach them Qur’an and Prayer.
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sahaba dies then it may be possible that some ayahs or
surah may lost because of battles.

So, Umar? share this thought with Abu Bakr2 and
tried to convince him to compile the Qur’an in single
book form, but he was hesitant initially because he
thought it could be an innovation in religion, and said
if it was required then prophet () must have done that

or he could have ordered us to compile. But Umar®

continued to press him until Abu Bakr$ understand the
wisdom and got cohvinced and agreed.

At this, Abu Bakr$ called Zayd bin Thabit, the
young and famous companion from Madina to do this -
heavy task.

Why Zayd bin Thabit?

 He was very young in age, probably 21-23 years old.

s He had an excellent memory.

» He was the main scribe of revelation.

-« He has the largest collection of written revelation.

e He himself was the Hafiz of Qur’an.

» He was an eloquent reciter.

This credential is enoughvto say that he was the

perfect man to do that unique and noble job. Even
Zayd bin Thabit initially restricted to do this job -
thinking that it is innovation but Abu Bakrd convinces
him and he agreed too.

Then Umar$ makes a public announcement that
whosoever have learnt Qur’an directly from Prophet
(&) should bring it forth with testimony that ayats were

written verbatim in prophet’s (#) presence. Bilal® also

did the same in the streets of Madina, asking Muslims
to volunteer for this noble project. )
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Abu Bakrd said to ZaydS to sit at the entrance of
prophet’s (g8) Masjid and record whoever bring you

ayats of Qur’an with two witness. At this companions
of the prophet (#) rushed to him with whatever they

had in writing and in memorization® . The other
members of this panel were Ubayy ibn ka’ab, Muadh
ibn Jabal and Abu Zayd and all of them were hafiz.

During the compilation, Zayd5 took at most care while
copying the text, ensuring that copying ayats are
directly dictated by prophet (&) or written in presence
of him with his cross verification.

Zayd bin Thabit himself narrated a hadith recorded
in Sahih Al-Bukhari;

Narrated Zayd ibn Thabit Al-Ansari;

Who was one of those who used to write the Divine
Revelation: Abu Bakr sent for me after the (heavy)
casualties among the warriors (of the battle) of
Yamama (where a great number of Qurra’ were
killed). ‘Umar was present with Abu Bakr who said,
‘Umar has come to me and said, The people have
suffered heavy casualties on the day of (the battle of)
Yamama, and I am afraid that there will be more
casualties among the Qurra’ (those who know the
Qur’an by heart) at other battle-fields, whereby a
large part of the Qur’an may be lost, unless you collect
it. And I am of the opinion that you should collect the
Qur’an.” Abu Bakr added, “I said to ‘Umar, ‘How can
I do something which Allah’s Apostle has not done?’
‘Umar said (to me), ‘By Allah, it is (really) a good
thing.” So ‘Umar kept on pressing, trying to persuade

“One thing should be kept in mind that he himself was an hafiz of
Qur’an so anyone bringing Qur’an to him, means he knows that either
it is part of Qur*an or not and it confirms to him that what he knows
is right and it work for him as a witness. /
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me to accept his proposal, till Allah opened my chest
Jor it and I had the same opinion as 'Umar.” (Zayd bin
Thabit added:) Umar was sitting with him (Abu Bakr)
and was not speaking to me). “You are a wise young
man and we do not suspect you (of telling lies or of
SJorgetfulness): and you used to write the Divine
Inspiration for Allah’s Apostle. Therefore, look for the
Qur’an and collect it (in one manuscript). “By Allah, if
he (Abu Bakr) had ordered me to shift one of the
mountains (from its place) it would not have been
harder for me than what he had ordered me
concerning the collection of the Qur’an. I said to both
of them, “How dare you do a thing which the Prophet
has not done?” Abu Bakr said, "By Allah, it is (veally)
a good thing. So I kept on arguing with him about it till
Allah opened my bosom for that which He had opened
the bosoms of Abu Bakr and Umar. So I started
locating Qur’anic material and collecting it from
parchments, scapula, leaf-stalks of date palms and
from the memories of men (who knew it by heart). 1
found with Abu Khuzaima®® Al-Ansari two Verses of

Surat-at-Tauba which I had not found with anybody
else, (and they were):--

“Verily there has come to you an Apostle
(Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It grieves him
that you should receive any injury or difficulty He
(Muhammad) is ardently anxious over you (to be
rightly guided)” (9.128)
The manuscript on which the Qur'an was collected,
remained with Abu Bakr till Allah took him unto Him,

50 The last ayat of Surah-At-Tauba was only with Abu Khuzaima in
written form but he had no witness other than him, Zayd knew that it
is the part of Qur’an because he was hafiz and he had his own copy
also but he could not take that ayat unless two witness so luckily Abu
Khuzaima Al-Ansari is the same companion about whom Prophet (33)

earlier said that his testimony is equal to the two men because of his
truthfulness.
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and then with ‘Umar till Allah took him unto Him, and
finally it remained with Hafsah, Umar’s daughter.
i (Sahih Al- Bukhari: 4679)
After Qur’an compiled in a book form, irregular in
shape and written on leather, Abdullah ibn Mas'ud
suggested a name “Mushaf” which means collection of
sheets. This Mushaf remained with Abu Bakr until he
died and then with Umar as Government possession
until he died. But after Umar's death this “Mushas”
was inherited by Hafsah bint Umar because of delay in
electing the new Caliph®'.

But after Uthman{ elected as caliph yet “Mushaf”
remains with Hafsad as she love it dearly.

ii) The Uthman's Compilation;

The purpose behind the compilation by Abu Bakr&
was to gather Qur’an in a book form so that no ayah of
the Qur’an can be lost but the purpose of Uthman’s &
Compilation was to standardize the dialects®? and way
of reading the Qur’an. '

Narrated ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas:

Allah's Apostle said, “Gabriel recited the Qur’an to

me in one way. Then I requested him (to read it in

another way), and continued asking him to recite it in

other ways, and he recited it in several ways till he
ultimately recited it in seven different ways.”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari: 4991)

S1At the death bed, Umaré nominated six sahaba (Uthman ibn Affan,
Ali ibn Abj Talib, Talha ibn Ubaidullah, Zubayr ibn Awwam,Sa'ad
ibn Abi Waqqas and Abdur Rahman ibn Awf) to have discussion
among themselves and elect Khalifa at which each dne agrees.

*2Dialects means the synonymous words With different reading, like
Qureshi call wool 4hin but People of Syria call it s "uff.
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Qur’an was revealed in Arabic language and in
seven dialects (4haruf’®) and all are correct. But as
Islam expands Muslims from outside Arab like Iraq,
Yemen and Syria they used to recite Qur'an in their
own dialect though they speak Arabic. But when they
met one another in battles, they boast that their Qur’an
is the best.

During the conquest of Azerbaijan, Armenia the
same incident happened so the famous companion
Huzaifa bin Al-Yaman? realizes the tension and left
the battle in between and rushed to Madina as soon as
possible and went directly to Masjid and asked
Uthman® to gather the Muslim wmmah on one Qur’an
before it is too late and Muslim start fighting one
another like Jews and Christians. Basically he was
asking to gather Muslim nation on one dialect i.e.
Qureshi dialect.

Uthmand gathered_the companion and asked their
opinion. They realized that there is no further

53This is in itself a different topic, but in short, Qur’an was revealed in 7
dialects by the request of Prophet (#) in order to make easy in
miemorization and recitation of the Qur’an for Arabic speaking newly
converted people because they have different dialects of Arabic in
different province. And since there were people who were old and

_ young men and women, and also those who have never read. Therefore,
the limitations of the Qur’an being in only one dialect was removed by
Allah (swt) as a blessing for them. And Prophet (%) used to teach the
different companions in different aharufs depending on the condition
and situation of that Companion. The famous example being recorded
in hadith that Prophet (&) teach Surah Al-Furqaan to Umar & and

Hisham ibn Hakim 3 in different aharuf.. But in present day, all the

aharuf are preserved or not is difference of opinion among major
scholars. ’
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necessity>* of other dialects and thought to compile
Quran in Qureshi dialects and burn’® rest of the
parchment and records which companions and others
use to write for theif own reading in order to eradicate
the chances of difference in recitation

So again a panel of companions were handed the
task but among them were three Qureshi (Makki) and
One from Ansari (Madani), Zayd bin Thabit.But since
the motive of Uthmand was to standardize the
language in Qureshi dialect, so this time Zayd was
only accompanying other three as they were
Madani(Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr, Sa’id bin Al-Aas,
Abdur Rahman bin Al-Harith).Though they all speak
Arabic but dialect were different. So Uthman
instructed that if they differ in any dialects then
Qureshi dialects will supersede.

Then Uhtman sent out for the “Mushaf* which
Hafsal had but she make sure that the “Mushaf”
should be returned to her when compilation is done.

So five to seven copy *® of the Qur'an were

compiled and Uthman? sent a copy with reciter to
every Islamic province (Makka, Damascus, ‘Kufa,
Basra and Madina) and keeps one copy for himself and

returned the original to Hafsad®.And ordered the

%4 As Islam was expanding night and day, and Islam obligated to seek
knowledge for everyone. Due to which the illiterate nation becomes
the most civilized nation, humanity ever witnessed.

% It is the Islamic tradition that if Qur’an or any other book is overused

. .. or tomn so that it can no longer be used then it should either be Burnt
or buried in ground which is the noble way to eliminate the book with
respect..But in the modern philosophy burning is done either in
protest or in disrespecting the book. '

* Initially the concept of putting vowels was not required so the copy
were written without vowels for flexibility. '
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Governor of each province to burn each and every
parchment differing with the newly compiled mushaf
so that there should be no difference of opinion left
and ummah should have no other option but to be
united on single “Mushaf’.And-if anyone wishes to
copy then copy it from copy which Governor has.

Narrated Anas bin Malik: .

Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to Uthman at the time
when the people of Sham and the people of Irag were
Waging war to conquer Arminya and Adharbijan.
Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the people of Sham and
Iraq) differences in the recitation of the Qur’an, so he
said to ‘Uthman, “O chief of the Believers! Save this
nation before they differ about the Book (Qur'an) as
Jews and the Christians did before.” So ‘Uthman sent-
a message to Hafsa saying, “Send us the manuscripts
of the Qur’an so that we may compile the Qur’anic
materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts
to you.” Hafsa sent it to ‘Uthman. 'Uthman then
ordered Zayd bin Thabii, ‘Abdullah bin Az Zubair,
Said bin Al-As and ‘Abdur Rahman bin Harith bin
Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies.
‘Uthman said to the three Quraishi men, “In case you
disagree with Zayd bin Thabit on any point in the
Qur’an, then write it in the dialect of Quraish, the
Qur’an was revealed in their tongue.” They did so,
and when they had written many copies, ‘Uthman
returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. ‘Uthman
sent to every Muslim province one copy of what they
had copied, and ordered that all the other Qur’anic
materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts
or whole copies, be burnt. Said bin Thabit added, “4
Verse from Surat Ahzab was missed by me when we
copied the Qur’an and I used to hear Allah’s Apostle
reciting it. So we searched for it and found it with
Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansari. (That Verse was).
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‘Among the Believers are men who have been true in
their covenant with Allah.’ (33.23)

(Sahih Al-Bukhari: 4987)

So it is a great blessing for Uthman and it was his
wisdom that today each Muslim is access to the same
Qur’an without any difference of opinion irrespective
of which sect they belong to. Non-Muslims, especially
Christians raises this issue to misguide the Muslims
but they themselves know nothing except “UTHMAN
BURN THE QUR’AN” but WHY? They do not know.

As mentioned earlier that Abdullah ibn Mas’ud 2

said “I swear by Allah, besides whom there is no other
God, there is no surah in the Qur’an except that I know
where it was revealed! And there is not a single ayah
in the Qur’an except that I know the reason behind its
revelation! If there were any person that knew more
about the Qur’an than me, and it was possible for me
to reach him, I would ride (on my camel) towards him
(to get this knowledge).-So for most of the ayahs we
. exactly know the purpose, place and ftime of its
revelation.And Ali ibn Abi Talibs use to tell his

students, “Ask me! For I swear by Allah, that there is
nothing that you will ask me except that I will answer
you. Ask me concerning the book of Allah! For I
swear by Allah, there is not a single verse in the
Qur’an except that I know whether it was revealed at
night or during the-day, or on a Mountain or on a
plane!

Therefore it can be concluded that if so minutiae
details about the ayah are so preserved then how it is
possible that Qur’an would not be preserved? Qur’an
is well preserved. in its perfect form as it was revealed
to the Prophet (#) which came to us by mass
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_ transmission through memorization and in recorded
sheets which everyone can access to this day and
supposedly if whole Qur’an on the face of the earth is
somehow disappear then within a day or two the whole
Qur’an will again be produced without even a
difference in dot.

So it is quite necessary for every Muslims to know
these fact and share with others and -if any Christian
accuses any blasphemy against Qur’an then every
Muslim should know how to response.

The Final Verdict
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“Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or from

behind it; [it is] a revelation from a [Lord who is]

Wise and Praiseworthy.” . (41:42)

Indeed! It is a mighty book sent by the Lords of
the world which is well preserved both in the hearts
and in writing and there is no chance of corruption in
the Qur’an.

Qur’an creates confusion and misguidance to the
babblers but for the people of faith in true creator and
his guidance, it increases for him nothing but faith and
give them glad tidings of the matter which has been
promised.

As Abdullah ibn Abbas said;

“How can you ask the people of the Scriptures about

their Books while you have Allah's Book (the Qur'an)

which is the most recent of the Books revealed by

Allah, and you read it in its pure undistorted form?”

(Sahih Al-Bukhari: 7522) -
------- ALLAH KNOWS BEST------- -
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Ya Allah have mercy on us through Mighty Qur’an.
And make this for us a leader, a light and a source of
guidance and mercy. Ya Allah remind us through this
book which we have Jorgotten and teach us in which
we are ignorant and grant us the provision to recite
this in the night and at the day fime and make this an
argument in our favour(on Day of Judgment) O
sustainer of the worlds.
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