











FICTION

““The world’s a theater, the earth a stage,
Which God and nature do with actors fill.”’

When Thomas Heywood made that observation, nearly five hundred _years ago, he uttered

a truism which finds ready response in every human heart. The world is a theater, the earth

is a stage. What is it that “enables us to see the characters in the play in all their vitrue, with all

tIhcn' vices, to laud or condemn their hopes, their fears, their aspirations, and their failures?
‘iction!

Watch closely this play called life; compare it with fiction you have read. Do they differ
in essentials? \o, you_are forced to disagree with the time-famous banality : “Truth is
stranger than fiction.” You find, after all, that fiction is really truth—word pictures of char-
acters and their emotions which are pma]lc]cd in human beings.

In life, some characters are clothed in fine raiment, some in tatters; some give before
they take, while others demand payment before it is due. As we wander along the broad
highway, we come in contact with both good and bad folks; as we read, we constantly meet
the same kinds of people in all their virtue and vice. Assuredly, fiction is but a mirror which
faithfully reflects life.

Since fiction may be made to deal with either the good or bad, with the strong or the
weak, the moral tone of a fiction magazine is merely a matter of choice, or of character,
with the author and publisher. Our old copy book at school did more than teach us to write.
It hammered home truths which still guide us in our.conduct of life. Whether consciously or
not is aside the qncxtmn The line in our pcrmn'ﬂ copy book which impressed us most is
t{:is: “Evil communications corrupt good manners,” and it is just as true to-day as it was
then

Feeling the force of this truth, when it came to making a choice as to whether the fiction
published by us would be clean or otherwise, we chose cleanliness because we felt that aside
from the moral issue, we could make a financial success of clean reading, ]uxt as we mlght
have made much money from fiction of the Jeprous type which finds so prominent a place in
many American periodicals.

Publishing in any form carries with it great responsibility. The printed word gains ready
admittance where the spoken word cannot. No home, no office, no sanctuary that you can
think of presents a closed door to printed matter, It can be carried anvwhere. It is wel-
comes everywhere, and usually with little su:pxcmn T\nm\mu as we do the tremendous
power exerted by fiction upon the morality of a nation, we feel that the publishing of
fiction, exclusiv cl\ brings with it a xcsp()nslblllt\ which we do not consider or treat lightly.

This firm was founded in 1853 Durmq thc sixty-seven vears of its C\htcncc cleanliness
in the published word has been 1ts aim, and in the sixty millions of magazines which come
from our presses every year the reader can find nothing to offend good taste, nothing to
corrupt good manners.

Is our fiction strong in interest? Yes, because fiction of the Street & Smith type clothes
its characters in the habiliments and attributes of human beings; places virtue before all else;
punishes vice wherever it is found. Tt makes the man, woman or youthful reader better for
having read. It pmj(cts rays of light into lives which other\\mc would be dark, enabling the
reader to transform into pleasant hours, spare time which would have been dull and unprofita-
ble. It invariably helps him to see f'lr beyond his narrow horizon, to escape, as it were,
from the shackles of diurnal drudgery into realms of wholesome romance, love, and adven-
ture.

That has been the mission of Street & Smith Corporation fiction for a period of sixty-
seven years.

STREET & SMITH CORPORATION,
79 Seventh Avenue, New York City
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Which flowers do you love | Colgate perfumes—from frank . 4 |
the best? | flowerodors to enticingbouquets =8
The fragrant ones of coursel \{|| and warm Oriental scents. )

The simplest blossom seems

twice as precious for its gift of | Each perfume is blended with :

perfume. exquisite care from the finest ‘ "
You have a wide choice in essences the world produces. | !

A two-cent stamp will bring you the story of the famous Per-
fume Test, in which FLORIENT won first place; a miniature '3, |
Test Set and information on the right way to choose perfumes. =i

COLGATE & CO,  Depi.22 199 Fulton St., NEW YORK
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